one. 


") 


OG 


oe, 


BOUOBOSBOSERBGING 


VOIRBOGOSNS 


ainieininiaiels 


Of treasured things, proud to bestow 


“How distant, then, old Bethlehem town?” 


.. Love bows to need; up through grief-dull eyes 
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If I look up from narrow streets 

Where press the crowded ways of men, 

Into the wideness of the sky— 

No matter how shattered my nerves have been, 
How disheartened with men am I— 

The sweep of my eyes ’cross the heavens free 
Somehow restores sweet peace to me. 


If I look up when grief or pain 

Have blinded my poor earthly eyes, 

And I have sought relief in vain 

From friends whom I had thought so wise— 
If I look up to starry skies, 

A breath from Heaven dries my tears, 
And sweeps away my foolish fears! 
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Grace Harner Poffenberger. 
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Christward 


How many miles to Bethlehem town? 
Is it so far away? 

Oh, that my heart might reach it 
Even: today! 


QQVOQBOBO 


e 


GQQR 


JG 


Not for the mighty whirl, O Lord, this night, 
Commerce and business in their fitful strife— 
Let me regard the twinkling stars that shine, 


Far down life’s winding, hillside ways Let me be looking for some holy sign. 


Ever this hope has led, 
Past death-black wastes of doubting— 
Time that is dead. 


Watchful for friendly cheer and kindness spread, 
Watchful for goodness and the hungry fed, 
For little playful feet that gladly dance 
Around a laden tree, in many lands. 
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Gifts to this manger-King; 
Would that my grateful heart might give 
Love’s offering. 


Watchful for those whose chief delight and mirth 
Seeks to remove all scars from heart and hearth, 

For golden deeds of sunshine through the day, 
For love that sheds its peace along the way. 


For all the fret and care to steal away, 
That simple faith and trust may rule the day, 
A stocking hung in charmed tradition’s place— 
For Christmas joy let me behold God’s face. 
Herman J. Naftzinger. 


Faith has outrun the miles; 


Lord-Jesus smiles. 
Meta Mathes. 
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IS CHRIST POSSIBLE? 


The name of P. Whitwell Wilson will be 
familiar to many of my readers. At the 
age of 30, a member of the British House 
of Commons, he turned his talents toward 
journalism and became one of the most 
widely read of English journalists. After 
serving for several years on the Editorial 
Staff of “The Daily News,” of London, he 
came to this country as a foreign corre- 
spondent. It was not long before he was 
commandeered, so to speak, by “The New 
York Times,” and for twelve years he has 
been a special writer for that paper. He 
had not been here long before his first 
book, “The Christ We Forget,” made its 
appearance. It immediately attracted wide 
attention because of its deep, spiritual in- 
sight and its fresh approach to the story 
of the Master. It was followed by “The 
Church We Forget,” and other books, all 
of which have placed Mr. Wilson in the 
foremost rank of the interpreters of the 
Gospel. Now there comes from his pen a 
book, unique in character, which propounds 
a challenge we must all listen to and 
answer: “Is Christ Possible: An Inquiry 
Into World Need.” 


The book is a life of Christ, but an en- 
tirely new kind. It traverses the Gospel 
story, dwelling upon the incidents of the 
Life and the words and deeds of the Mas- 
ter, but always keeping in mind the ques- 


MEETING OF THE FEDERAL COUNCIL 
OF THE CHURCHES 


The Quadrennial Meeting of the Federal 
Council of the Churches, held in Indianap- 
olis Dec. 6 to 9, was described by many of 
its members as one of the most important 
meetings since the first one in 1908. One 
discerning observer remarked, “Certainly 
not since 1920, when the Council girded 
itself for new tasks made inevitable by the 
collapse of the Inter-church World Move- 
ment, has the Council advanced to such a 
new stage as that indicated.at Indian- 
apolis.” 

Reorganization 


The chief thing that made this Quad- 
rennial Meeting significant was the re- 
organization of the structure of the Coun- 
cil in the interest of relating it still more 
closely to the constituent denominations 
and making it more directly responsible 
to them. This reorganization, as worked 
out by the large Committee on Function 
and Structure during its study of four 
years under the chairmanship of President 
George W. Richards of the Theological 
Seminary of the Reformed Church in the 
U. S., Lancaster, Pa., is marked by the 
following main features: 


1. Henceforth the Council is to meet 
every two years, instead of every four. 
This change is designed to secure a closer 
oversight and a larger exercise of respon- 
sibility by the official representatives of 
the denomination. The size of the Coun- 
cil is reduced, each denomination now be- 
ing entitled to three members with an 
additional member for every 100,000 of its 
communicants. Thus our own Chureh will 
henceforth be entitled to 6 members, in- 
stead of 11, as heretofore. ; 

2. The Executive Committee and the 
Administrative Committee are combined 
into one body, to be known as the Execu- 
tive Committee, which is to meet monthly 
except when otherwise ordered. On the 
Executive Committee each denomination is 
entitled to-two members, with an addi- 
tional member for every 500,000 of its 


tion: “Is this life, these words, sufficient 
for our needs? Has Christ the healing of 
our present ills, individual, social, interna- 
tional, and is He the one Saviour the world 
needs today? Is His Gospel of love the 
one principle that will bring order out of 
our present chaos? Is it the one founda- 
tion principle on which we can build any 
permanent, peaceful, happy civilization? 
In one word, is He sufficient for this pres- 
ent vexed, turbulent, complicated civiliza- 
tion, or look we for another?” 


Mr. Wilson’s answer, after years of per- 
sonal experience and contact with all 
classes and conditions of men; after years 
of study of our many problems and partici- 
pation in their solution; after years of 
intense study of the Gospels; is that Christ 
is sufficient if we only will take Him as 
Lord of all things; make His words the 
lamp unto both men and nations and make 
His law of love the universal principle 
of our civilization. Perhaps the question: 
“Ts Christ Sufficient?” would have been a 
better title for this book than: “Is Christ 
Possible?”, for it is with this first ques- 
tion that our author is chiefly concerned. 


Yet, in the final chapter, the author 
comes back to the question: “Is Christ 
Possible Today?” Millions of individual 
Christians bear testimony in the affirmative 
by quiet lives of love and peace; the 
Church still insists that He is the only 


communicants after the first 500,000. Those 
chosen on the Executive Committee from 
our Church are Drs. Geo. W. Richards and 
Charles E. Schaeffer, with Drs. Paul S. 
Leinbach and Henry J. Christman as alter- 
nates, 


3. All members, both of the Council and 
of the Executive Committee, are to be 
named directly by the denominations. 
There are to be no co-opted members. 


4. The many commissions and commit- 
tees are reorganized into eight major de- 
partments — Field, Evangelism, Research 
and Education, Social Service, Race Rela- 
tions, International Justice and Goodwill, 
Relations with Churches Abroad, Radio. 
There is to be also a Committee on Wor- 
ship, which is expected later to develop 
into a department. 


5. All departments and committees are 
to be under the direction of the Executive 
Committee and their members are to be 
appointed by it. 

The Committee on Function and Struce- 
ture had recommended another amendment 
to the Constitution which would empower 
the Council “to administer for any of the 
constituent bodies such activities as they 
may commit to it and as the Council may 
accept.” On this proposal to authorize the 
Council to perform delegated administra- 
tive functions,—in addition to being an ad- 
visory, educational, and co-ordinating body, 
—there was sharp debate. An informal 
vote showed a majority in its favor but 
it was felt unwise to adopt a change of 
such far-reaching possibilities without 
substantial unanimity, and it was accord- 
ingly agreed to defer final decision till the 
next meeting of the Council. 


The New Social Ideals 


The second chief center of interest was 
the draft of revised “Social Ideals” sub- 
mitted by a special committee that had 
been studying the subject since the last 
quadrennial meeting held in Rochester in 
1928. The new statement was received 
with high appreciation, all the more so 


solution of our ills and problems, our only 
hope, our only peace. Yet much of our 
civilization still denies Him and crucifies 
Him afresh. Many openly says: “He is not 
sufficient and we must look for another; 
one vast country has utterly repudiated 
Him and has made Communism its Christ. 
Vast orders—the social, the industrial, the 
international, quite forget Him although, 
thank God, an increasing number of His 
followers are making efforts as they have 
never been made before, to bring all these 
orders under His sway. Granting He is 
sufficient, is He possible? Can we make 
the Kingdoms of the world the Kingdoms 
of our Lord? Mr. Wilson sees no hope for 
civilization—and with him most of us will 
agree—unless we can do this. “We need 
the Christ. It is for His Kingdom that 
the world is waiting. The world that we 
want is the world that it is His will that 
the world should be. ‘Christ is not only 
possible but inevitable. There is no other 
who meets the need. . . . The world is full 
of differences—national, racial, religious, 
domestic, economic, professional, mental, 
physical, moral. All differences, all griev- 
ances, all cynicism and despair, all wars 
and revolutions and crimes arise out of a 
failure wholly to love as God is Love. For 
these age-long distresses there is no remedy 
save in the life of the individual and the 
community that has been merged in love.” 
Frederick Lynch. 


because submitted by Dr. Frank Mason 
North, the now venerable leader who had 
presented the original “Social Ideals” (or 
“Social Creed,” as often popularly called) 
at the first meeting of the Council in Phila- 
delphia in 1908. When, after the submis- 
sion of the new document, the audience 
sang Dr. North’s great hymn “Where Cross 
the Crowded Ways of Life”—itself a reflee- 
tion of the spirit of the “Social ‘Creed”—a 
great tide of Christian faith and idealism 
seemed to sweep through the Council. 

The new “Social Ideals,” like the origi- 
nal, deals primarily with the meaning of 
the Christian Gospel for our economic and 
industrial life, but adds sections on prob- 
lems of race, world peace, rural life, and 
the family. Many believe that the new 
document will become as much of a lassie 
of Christian social endeavor for the future, 
as the original statement has been for 24 
years. 


The one part of the “Social Ideals” which 
evoked pronounced difference of views was 
the section on Marriage and the Home, and 
more particularly the sentences which sug- 
gested that the protection of both parents 
and children requires the repeal of laws 
“which prohibit the communication of in- 
formation about birth control by physi- 
cians and other qualified persons.” It was 


finally agreed that instead of making any 


declaration on this subject, it should be 
referred to the Executive Committee for 
further study and report at the next meet- 
ing of the Council in 1934. The constitu- 
ent denominations were also invited to 
make a similar dispassionate study and to 
report any findings to the Executive Com- 
mittee for its information and guidance. — 


Stirring addresses on world peace by D1 


C. C. Morrison and President Mary E. 


Woolley; on the strategy of the Church 
the face of the crisis in fighting the lig 
traffic by Prof. Alva W. Taylor, on justic 
for the farmer by Prof. Arthur E. 
and on tace relations by Miss Loui: 
Young, further focused the Christian 


DECEMBER 22, 1932 REFORMED 


Vol. CVI, No. 4 


Published every Thursday 


aU hGH 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., DECEMBER 22, 1932 


Reformed Church 


MESSENGER 3 


Whole Number 5305 


The Board of Christian Education of 
the Reformed Church in the United 
States, the Rey. Paul S. Leinbach, D.D., 


F apes president; the Rev. C€. Clever, D.D., 
at The Schaff Building, en emeritus; the Rev. H. J. 
Se “hristman, D.D., vice-president; the Rev. 
1505 Race _ Street, —_ ESSEN ’’ fey Paul J. Dundore, Ph.D., recording sec- 
Philadelphia, Pa. retary; Milton, Warner, treasurer; the 
Rey. Henry I. Stahr, D.D., executive 

secretary, 


(FOUNDED IN 1827) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: Per year in advance, $2.50; Single Copy, 6 cents. 
are sent until there is a special order for discontinuance. 


Building, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa.; 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


In accordance with the almost universal wish of our subscribers, papers 
Remittances are acknowledged by latest date following the subscriber’s name on the 
Wrapper; but receipts will be returned by letter when a stamp is enclosed for that 


purpose. All mail should be addressed to Schaff 


y articles for publication in care of the Editor; subscriptions and other business correspond- 
ence in care of the Business Department, Reformed Church Messenger. 


Checks in payment of subscriptions should be made payable to the 


The Rey. Paut Srerert LernsacH, D. D., Litt. D., Editor-in-Chief 
The Rey. A. S. Bromrr, D. D., Associate Editor and Secretary of the Department of Business and Real Estate 
The Rey. AmBrosE M. ScHmipt, D. D., Assistant to the Editor 


Departmental Editors: The Rev. Turo. F. HerMAN, D.D., The Rry. CHartes E ScHaerrer, D.D., Mrs. H. W. Etson, The Rey. 
TuHos, W. DickeErt, D. D., Miss ALLIENE S. De CHANT, Mrs, EDWIN W. LENTZ, Dr. W. Epw. RAFFERTY 


Editorial Contributors: DR. FREDERICK LYNCH, Dr. WM. U. HELFFRICH, DR. GEORGE Ezra HUNTLEY, HUBERT W. PEET, 
HERBERT W. HORWILL 


Business Department: GEorceE W. WAIDNER, Circulation Manager; Miss L. M. Harrts,. Office Subscription Manager 


The MESSENGER welcomes all news of the Reformed Church and all ideas and suggestions helpful to Christian life and service, from 


Pastors, Stated Clerks of Classes, members of Consistories, officers of Church Societies or other responsible contributors. 


the writer is required in all cases. 


Notices, set solid, double the price of display per counted line. 


The signature of 


€ The MESSENGER does not assume responsibility for the views expressed in contributed articles. 
ADVERTISING RATE: Twelve cents per Agate Line each Insertion. ini 


$1.68 per Inch each Insertion. (Fourteen lines to an inch.) Special 


Reading Notices, leaded, three times the price of display per counted line. 


Address all communications about advertising to THH H. K. STRAUSHRK ADVERTISING SERVICE, Room 708, 1505 Race St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
All other communications should be addressed to 1505 RACE STREET, Philadelphia. 


Entered at the Postoffice at Philadelphia, 


Pas 
of postage provided in Section 1103, Act o 


as second-class matter, January 13th, 1902. 
October 3, 1917, authorized on July 11, 1918. 


Acceptance for mailing at the special rate 


CC OO a OC OL OL 


2 (e) cae 116)) (6 


We fe .acsecommn fe [0 | mmcmemmn |e fe | oxmemmmen [a fa) 


: | PROM Ta OR I AL 


00 C——DOOE DOO ) © © G—— CO C—O 6 10 © Ce O © C—O OO OL 2O9 


“OLD RICHES FOR THE NEWLY POOR” 


“She wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and laid Him 
in a manger.” What utter simplicity marked that first 
Christmas! How silently, how silently the wondrous gift 
was given! 


What a far cry from then to now,—our Christmas with 
the rush and confusion of our preparations, surging crowds, 
and tinkling cash registers, our “busyness”, our bargaining, 
and our buying! “It isn’t Christmas without a watch from 
this or that jewelry store. It isn’t Christmas without a 
Radio”’—so the advertisements shriek at us. It isn’t Christ- 
mas without a tinselled tree, without elaborate decorations 
and parties and dinners, and gifts given and gifts received. 


If that is so, then there are many in our land who will 
have little or no Christmas at all this year. For many a 
family will be faced with the necessity of doing without 
the watch and the radio, the tree and the gifts, and parties 
and dinners. 


One may sincerely regret this, and yet at the same time 
wonder hopefully if out of this necessity for cutting down 
on Christmas expenditures and festivities, some real bless- 
ing may not ensue. Perhaps a simpler Christmas this year 
will help more of us to learn that after all Christmas does 
not depend upon how much we have or how lavishly we 
spend, as it does upon how high we think, how deeply we 
feel, how generously we “laugh and love and lift”. Perhaps 
we will learn to appreciate anew the simpler joys of home, 
and health and singing, and a fireside, and friendship’s 
warmth, and the laughter of little children. Perhaps, since 
we cannot give things, we may recapture the fine art of 
giving ourselves to each other in sympathy and love and 
understanding. Perhaps our simpler Christmas this year 
will help us to lay hold upon the mystic splendor of those 
first simplicities, that in other years perhaps were buried 
beneath the trappings and the tinsel, or neglected entirely in 
the rush. 


A little town, a quiet night, a tiny Babe asleep in a 
manger crib,—and yet in Him the Kingdom came; and by 
all these simplicities God imparts to human hearts the won- 
ders of His heaven; everything that really matters, like 
faith and hope and love and courage and the peace that 


passeth understanding, and the joy that through all time 
abides. 

Perhaps our simpler Christmas this year will lead us to a 
grateful understanding of what the poet meant when he 
wrote: 


“Strange, we so toil to fashion for our ends 
The splendors that the tarnish of the world doth mar,— 
When all the lasting glory of our life depends 
Upon a little Child, a stable, and a star.” 
—W.H.B. 


** * * 


IF WE SHOULD MISS CHRISTMAS 


If I had to lose one jot or tittle of the written record 
of Jesus I should not like it to be the story of the Nativity. 
Suppose it is, as some claim, a myth. It is a good one. 
It takes in the whole world—the Magi in all their splendor ; 
the Inn where no one was thoughtfully kind enough to 
make a place where the weary Mother could bear her child; 
Shepherds on the hills whose hearts were attuned to Divine 
voices; the Manger where life’s commonplaces were 
touched with heaven’s love and compassion; the weary 
travelers whose hopes and dreams were centered in the Day- 
spring from on High; the Holy Family, Mary, Joseph and 
the Babe; the Son of Man whose prophetic utterances to 
a chilly world pierced his hands and feet to a lonely cross 
outside a city wall, a forgotten Man, whose clear truth and 
righteous judgment were yet to turn the world upside 
down. They are all there. 

What if, on the way we take at this blessed Christmas- 
tide, we should fail to tarry at Bethlehem and take a look 
at childhood’s helplessness; or turn in at Nazareth and 
dream with the Carpenter of a new world where person- 
ality, rather than profits, counts; where God’s sovereignty, 
rather than man’s power and achievement, is deified; or if, 
before the day’s journey is ended, we have not knelt on the 
hill called Calvary and marvelled at the sweetness on the 
Saviour brow, behold the radiant glory of His face, and 
have our hearts made humble by the overflowing grace of 
His lips. What if there is no revealing of a God who is 
joyous and gentle, at once eternal and humble, just and 
merciful, nestling in the heart! 

A changing world has given us new things, but new 
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things are no balm for aching hearts, no rest for weary, 
jaded spirits, no comfort in loneliness, no incentive for 
love to our neighbor, and no ethical mandate for the soul. 
It is only by God’s coming to earth, and man’s spirit lifting 
itself in gladsome surprise at His approach, that greed and 
selfishness of any sort shall find their permanent banish- 
ment from the lives of men. —FREDERICK K. STAMM. 
pee ale 


SURVIVING THE DEPRESSION 


It is heartening to read the results of a study made by 
Mr. A. C. Marts, President of Marts & Lundy, Inc., of 
New York, which he announced recently to the Southern 
Methodist Educational Association. He finds that one out 
of every 22 business and industrial concerns went into 
bankruptcy during the past three years, and one out of 
every six banks has been closed. But the Churches, col- 
leges and hospitals have survived the depression far better 
than_our business and financial institutions. Only one out 
of every 40 four year colleges has been closed up because 
of finances, and one of every 45 hospitals, and only one 
in every 2,344 churches. We believe it will be of interest 
and value to read the explanation of this business leader 
for this situation: 

“There are two main reasons for this survival record,” 
Mr. Marts said. “The first is that our Churches, colleges 
and hospitals have been far more conservative in their ex- 
pansion plans than business. Business has usually borrowed 
money for expansion and the aggregate debt on business 
and industry is well over 50 per cent of its valuation. Our 
philanthropic institutions have usually raised the money 
before they expanded and have cut their cloth to fit their 
means. Consequently, there is only a 10 per cent aggregate 
debt on all our 210,000 Church edifices, and only a 4 per 
cent aggregate debt on the property and endowments of 
our 680 colleges. Indeed, the Churches, colleges and hos- 
pitals which are in the worst financial difficulties today are 
those which violated the conservative practices and bor- 
rowed money for new buildings. They are having a desper- 
ate struggle to maintain their work and service their debts.” 

The other chief reason for the greater survival he attri- 
buted to the unselfish attitude of ministers, college presi- 
dents and faculties, and hospital employees toward their 
salaries. Many have initiated cuts in their own salaries in 
order to meet decreased income quickly and enable their 
institutions to survive. This social attitude is to be com- 
pared with the resistance of executives and employees of 
industry and government to salary and wage cuts, and re- 
veals why the latter have not been able to adjust them- 
selves as quickly to shrinking receipts. “Our Churches, 
colleges and hospitals,” he concluded, “have shown them- 
selves thus far to be sound of heart and body. The coming 
winter will prove a tragic test for many of them, but their 
friends are proud of their seaworthiness thus far and are 
wishing for them a safe voyage to the quieter seas that 
are before us.” 

Let us hope that this optimistic view may be so far 
demonstrated in the crucial months ahead as to justify the 
confidence that our Boards and institutions may be counted 
on to pay 100 per cent on their obligations, even if they 
are unduly delayed in doing so, because they have behind 
them the moral and spiritual support of a loyal constituency. 
The representatives of our Lord Jesus Christ must not 
default in paying their honest debts, not even if hereto- 
fore honorable nations enter upon such a disastrous course. 
The moral foundations of society are at stake. 

* Bo * 


FOR OURSELVES ONLY 


We have just noted on the Church bulletin of a Penn- 
sylvania congregation (not in our denomination) the fol- 
lowing statement under the heading, Services on Christ- 
mas Day: “By resolution of the Church officers, the Christ- 
mas envelopes this year will be used for the current ex- 
penses of the Church. ‘Those who wish to send contribu- 
tions to our Orphans’ Homes may do so privately.” 

This speaks for itself. If there is one day in the entire 
year when Christian people should be moved to give to 
others rather than for their own benefit, it is Christmas 
Day. No matter how great the depression, we cannot think 
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of an alibi sufficiently plausible to justify such an action 
as is here indicated. It is another fine illustration of how 
not to do it. How can we expect the blessing of God upon 
the work of the Church when those called to Christian 
leadership set such an example as this? 

ao * * 


AN EVANGELIST INDEED 


In Japan it is customary to observe the anniversaries of 
the death-days of benefactors. It is meet and right that 
we of the Reformed Church remember that on the 26th of 
December last Rev. Kametaro Yoshida died at Tokyo, aged 
ES 

We are privileged to say that we are in North Japan by 
invitation. It was Mr. Oshikawa who asked our aid; but 
he himself first came to Sendai in response to the impor- 
tant pleas of his assistant, Yoshida San, who was a son of 
the north. Yoshida San was therefore the prime founder 
of the large and very important Japanese Christian group 
with which we are associated. Dr. Schneder’s account of 
him was published in the MEssENGER February 4th. 

Though he was, like the first apostles, of humble ante- 
cedents, and would be classed by highbrows with the “un- 
learned and ignorant”, he had extraordinary power as an 
evangelist. A book could be written about his pioneer 
activities in the regions represented by the names Naka- 
mura, Ishinomaki, Koshigaya, Kanda, Fukushima, Kamino- 
yama, Urawa,—names that stand for unusual character and 
vitality as Churches go. 

The secret of his power was the combination of deep 
faith in the Gospel of Christ with keen appreciation of 
human values. My own associate in “newspaper evan- 
gelism’, Tsukada San, a Confucianist by heredity, favorite 
pupil of noted Buddhist masters, immune to the exhorta- 
tions of one of our most highly educated ministers, yielded 
his heart to Christ as exemplified by Yoshida Sensei. Then 
Sensei came to me saying: “Noss San! get him! Our old 


proverb says, ‘It is easy to get a thousand soldiers, but hard — 


to get one general.’ ” 
The last time I saw him was in a third-class coach on a 
train. He surprised me by appearing at one station and 


alighting at the next. I knew that he was on a pension and ' 


supposed to have retired. He explained: “I am visiting 
people whom I once baptized but have lost trace of. The 


Lord Jesus appeared to me in a dream and said, ‘Yoshida, © 


Yoshida! where are those sheep whom I entrusted to you?’ 
I cannot face Him until I have found the lost ones.” 


—CHRISTOPHER Noss. 
* * * 


WISE WORDS 


Lady Astor has left our shores for her adopted country 
after a vacation in the land of her birth. When she sailed 
on Dec. 14, she is quoted as giving this farewell message, 
which we commend as worthy of your thoughtful consider- 
ation: “Everybody has been saying to me, what do I think 
of Prohibition? But I have not said what I thought until 
this last night. It is too dangerous a subject. But I would 
just like to say to you this: that when you are Dry, you 
seem to be very Wet. I pray that when you go Wet, you 
may go Dry. Drink has never improved any man or wo- 
man, because all progress must be spiritual. And drink 
doesn’t make you spiritually-minded; it makes you more 
carnal-minded. St. Paul said: ‘To be carnal-minded is 
death, but to be spiritually-minded is life.’ It is because 
I want a life more abundant, I hope that some time I, who 
am a Dry, may be able to say to other people that it is the 
best way.” 

The Virginia-born member of Parliament said she had 
sought to make “England understand what was best in 


America, and America to understand what is best in Eng- — 


land. Sometimes, it is a very trying job, but it is a worth- 
while one. I am convinced that unless these two great 


democracies, with the same common law and speaking the 


same language, can get to understand each other, then 
peace in this world—rotten with doubt, darkness and debts 
—is impossible. And if we -can’t get peace and under- 
standing, we will never get prosperity and we will never 
get the unemployed to work again. I firmly believe th 
civilization depends more upon us, these two countries, t 
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upon any two countries in the world, and I pray we won't 
behave like barbarous people. Let’s try to live up to the 
faith that is within us. Let’s make democracy safe for the 
world, or the world won’t be safe for anybody.” 

Here is a plea for the primacy of spiritual values, such 
as is sorely needed amid the confusion and’ pagan practices 


of our time. 
k ok Ox 


“MY JESUS, I LOVE THEE” 


For the first month of the new year we have chosen as 
our Memory Hymn a familiar and beautiful song of the 
heart. Like the classic hymn of our Reformed Church, 
Dr. Henry Harbaugh’s beautiful “Jesus, I Live to Thee”, 
so our Memory Hymn; “My Jesus, I Love Thee’, is a 
simple but all-comprehensive confession of personal re- 
ligion, of the loyalty and devotion of the redeemed sinner 
to our all-sufficient Saviour. 

“My Jesus, I Love Thee’, was written by the famous 
Baptist minister, Dr. Adoniram Judson Gordon (1836- 
1895), who was long pastor of the Clarendon Street Bap- 
tist Church in Boston, the author of a number of well 
known books, and one of the compilers of the hymnal en- 
titled, “Service of Song.” 

In these difficult times there is nothing we need so much 
as a closer communion with our Lord. We can conceive 
of no better way to begin the new year than to cultivate 
the spirit which will enable us to say from the heart the 
words of this Memory Hymn. The success of the year 
will depend upon our ability to keep ourselves in the love 
of God as it is revealed in Jesus Christ, Who loved us and 
gave Himself for-us. God grant that we may be able, not 
only to commit the words to memory, but to make the 
sentiment of this hymn truly our own, the sincere and 
ardent confession of the heart. 

ee eoeyx 


HOW WILL THE REVIVAL COME? 


How wholeheartedly Esau forgives the man who cheated 
him out of a father’s blessing! It is a beautiful tense 
drama of reconciliation that is staged on that ancient field 
which might so easily have run red with the blood of 
brothers. How great was the gratitude of Jacob at find- 
ing all his gifts and his subtleties set at naught by Esau’s 
magnanimous embrace! Out of his surprised heart ran 
the words, “I have seen thy face as though I had seen the 
face of God.” 

Thus human reconciliations often become sacraments, 
in which a man meets not only his brother but his Father, 
too! And the basis of these sacraments is never gifts and 
subtleties, but magnanimous love. We cannot build 
brotherhood or religion on shrewdness and clever schem- 
ing. We cannot create peace out of treaties and pacts and 
spheres of influence. We cannot win prosperity by indus- 
trial agreements in which we try to determine nicely what 
the employee may do and what the employer may decide 
independently. Only love and forgiveness can avail to 
destroy the darkness that prevents men from being brothers, 
and to make way for the light in which they see one an- 
other as though they had seen the face of God. 

This is another way of saying that unless men are recon- 
ciled their search after God is vain. How can white Amer- 
icans drag black men through the streets, hang them to 
telephone poles and riddle them with bullets without 
wretchedly distorting the face of God? It is impossible, 
by all the laws of human insight that we know, to develop 
a happy, honest comradeship with God and at the same time 
to despise and to maltreat a whole group of His sons! 
Perhaps that is why we are hunting God so desperately and 
despairing so frequently of success,—because the quality 
of our fellowships, especially with people of another race 
or another nation, is so mean and bitter and irreverent. If 
we should give ourselves without stint to the reconcilia- 
tion of the white man and the Negro in America we should 
find tides of spiritual energy and joy that would be indeed 
a religious revival! Why are we so shortsighted and so 
blind to history as to keep on hoping and praying that a 
revival will burst upon us, while we continue to lynch inno- 
cent men, and herd little children into the cranberry marshes 
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and drive despairing workers into the rivers by denying 
them a chance to earn their bread? ‘The revival will come, 
but hardly through the golden words of some new seer, 
for whose advent so many leaders strain their eyes. The 
revival will come, the face of God will become clear, when 
we begin to love one another as Jesus loved. —F. D. W. 
ES * % 
DISPENSING WITH EDITORS 

The plight of Protestant journals increases in seriousness. 
We have called attention from time to time to the deplor- 
able situation which now confronts the religious press. A 
number of our most influential journals have been driven 
to the verge of bankruptcy and doubt their ability to con- 
tinue publication in the new year. Others have asked that 
readers should not send in subscriptions for more than a 
year in advance, as it would only increase their liability 
when the future of the journal is so precarious. It is high 
time that all friends of Protestant journalism come to the 
rescue and show their devotion to the Church paper. 

The latest development, which we are sorry to announce, 
is the fact that the trustees of the Christian Register, the 
111 year old Unitarian organ in Boston, voted “unanimous- 
ly and reluctantly”, as they announced, to dispense with the 
services of a paid editor-in-chief, thus retiring from the 
editorship on Dec. 31st our old friend, the Rev. Dr. Albert 
C. Dieffenbach, from the chair he has so ably occupied for 
14 years in the offices of that ancient and honorable publica- 
tion. The reason assigned is “the necessity of making 
further radical reduction of expenses,” as the only means 
of continuing the publication of the paper. A Committee 
was appointed to draw up for publication an expression 
of deep regret at the necessity for this action and of grati- 
tude to Dr. Dieffenbach for his “long, loyal and courage- 
ous service to the Register.” ‘The trustees plan to continue 
publication “through temporary management by means of 
the voluntary assistance of a large editorial staff.” 

A Boston newspaper, in commenting on this action, says: 
“That increased costs of production have hit religious as 
well as secular journalism many hard blows is well known. 
That in times of depression subscription lists are bound 
to be decimated is no mere assumption. That in an age 
when old and famous periodicals find it hard to hobble 


along and when jazz publications that would not have been 


tolerated at all twenty years ago sell like hot cakes, the 
denominational press must find it hard to compete—all this 
is obvious. Happy is the religious periodical which has 
an endowment behind it! Many Church papers have dis- 
appeared since the turn of the century, some by consolida- 
tion, others by suspension.” ; 

Are the “jazz publications” here referred to to be given 
the right of way and the publications of the Church of 
Christ be permitted to die? Are all those who have been 
called to serve the Kingdom of God in the ranks of religious 
journalism doomed speedily to join the ranks of the un- 


employed? That will depend, of course, upon how many 
folks remain interested in religion. 
oo * * 
AND NOW? 


The election is over—and now what is going to take 
place? From post-election statements it is evident that 
there is to be a marked overturn in governmental affairs. 
It goes without saying that the tariff will be revised down- 
ward, and that very probably is desirable. It seems likely 
that the incoming government will lend a favorable ear to 
the proffer of closer international agreements, though not 
to debt cancellation. It is possible that the United States 
will enter the League of Nations. The most important im- 
mediate problem is that which relates to unemployment. 
It is regrettable that over ten millions of our people, who 
are anxious to labor, can find nothing to do and are becom- 
ing objects of charity. 

It is doubtless the fact that modern inventions have been 
largely responsible for this enforced idleness. Shall we 
destroy these machines and go back to hand labor? Such 
a proposition will not be considered; the machines are here 
to stay, and there must be found some other way out. The 
discovery of that way devolves upon government, indus- 
trial leaders, and workers. It will partially solve the prob- 
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lem to adopt the five day week and the six hour day; but 
such a solution involves another, and possibly more serious, 
problem, viz.: how may that extra time be utilized so as to 
be beneficial to the workers and to society in general? ‘The 
old adage that “Satan finds some mischief still for idle 
hands to do,” is just as true today as ever. ‘The pressing 
question just now is, how to find employment for these 
millions of idle men, and it is up to the incoming govern- 
ment to answer it. 

A still more momentous problem concerns the “Wet” and 
“Dry” issue. It is evident that the “Wets” are for the 
present in the saddle. Whether any change will be effected 
before the fourth of March is quite uncertain, but the new 
Congress will be “Wet”, and the new President, while per- 
sonally “Dry”, will lend an ear sympathetically to those who 
are pleading for repeal; and repeal, or at least modification, 
will certainly be attempted. So much may be regarded as 
settled. The incoming President said emphatically, “The 
18th Amendment is doomed !’—and those in control must 
yield to it. 

And now? It must be admitted that the temperance ad- 
vocates have been resting. They foolisly thought that the 
Constitutional Amendment settled the liquor problem and 
halted in their efforts, while the ““Wet” forces were more 
active than ever. We who favor Prohibition are largely 
responsible for the present situation. We have been asleep; 
we should at least have slept on our arms. It is now time 
for us to awake and renew the fight. While the battle has 
temporarily gone against us, all is not lost. 

It is time to work with the young. Our opponents have 
been zealously working with them since Prohibition came 
to the fore. It is our turn now. ‘Through the Churches, 
through the schools, through the press, by personal inter- 
view, and in every way, the evils connected with the manu- 
facture and sale of intoxicants must be put before the 
young and the old and kept before them, until we shall 
regain a majority of good citizens who are determined to 
banish intoxicants forever from the land. We need to be 
reminded that there is no discharge in this war! Let us 
make ready for a terrific struggle, and let us call out to the 
enemy, “We shall not haul down our flag; we have only 
begun to fight!” —G. 

k * * 


PRAYER—AND OUR SICK WORLD 


The world is very sick. No man can tell what a day may 
bring forth. It is pre-eminently a time for faith and prayer. 
Will the Church of the living God answer the challenge of 
this difficult, dangerous hour in history? How about your 
Watch Night service, your observance of the Week of 
Prayer? Can a Christian congregation at such a time af- 
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THE PARABLE OF THE PUBLIC SALE 


Sheriff's Sales, Combination Sales at hotel barns, and 
just plain Public Sales of stock, equipment and house- 
hold goods. ‘The reasons for such sales are: foreclosure 
of mortgages, death, or “going out of business”. Every- 
thing under the sun that can be carried, driven or carted 
away, is put up and knocked down to the highest and best 
bidder. Such an aggregation of goods can nowhere be seen 
except at a sale out in the country districts. Everybody 
goes to the sale, which begins at 1 P. M. (Years ago a 
free dinner was served, but this custom has gone out of 
fashion.) If there is the slightest suggestion that antiques 
will be offered, the dealers are there in droves; and corner 
cupboards, water benches, settees, plank chairs and rockers, 
and the like, go to them, to be carried home, repaired 
superficially, ‘stored, or shipped i in van loads to Philadelphia 
and New York City. The profit on such deals is large: 
a corner cupboard that was bought for $5 is sold for $150. 

Bidding on antiques is spirited, but lags when it comes 
to old harness, dull and rusty tools, broken crockery and 
chipped glassware. Bedding goes for a song, chromos and 
framed family pictures bring from one cent to a dime. 
Clocks and copper kettles bring what they are worth, and 
canned vegetables and jellies go begging, for the average 
housewife is suspicious of the cleanliness of every other 
woman. Stoves, bric-a-brac and rag carpets bring more 
than they are worth. 

The auctioneer has stentorian lungs and a good carrying 
voice. Some auctioneers are witty, but there is little time 
for humor when the contents of barn, yard, and house must 
be sold in four hours—to say nothing of the real estate. 
There are two clerks, one to make the entries and the other 
to take in the money. When the sun goes down the place 
has been stripped and much removed from the premises. 
Long lines of buyers await their turn to pay or to sign a 
6 or 9 months vendue note. When night falls, barn and 
house are empty: a real tragedy, any way you view it. The 
vendue huckster has folded his portable belongings and hied 
himself home, with many empty soda pop bottles on his old 
Ford truck. Some gloat over their bargains and others 
justify their purchases to irate wives by methods known 
only to such as are caught napping. Tomorrow a “To 
Rent” sign hangs on the front door. 


ford to dispense with prayer services every week? 


wonder. 


We 


Moral: What’s mine today is yours tomorrow and some- 
body else’s day after tomorrow. 


Blame the auctioneer ! 


A Message to the Churches 


(Issued by the Quadrennial Meeting of the Federal Council of the Churches, Indianapolis, Dec. 9th, which every 
follower of Christ should carefully study) 


The Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, in quadrennial session 
at Indianapolis, December 6-9, 1932, in the 
midst of times which, while tragic in their 
bewilderment and devastation, are also 
full of hope and challenge, makes bold to 
lift its voice. 


It would speak first to its constituents, 
the ministers and members of twenty-six 
Protestant bodies with their nearly twen- 
ty-two million enrolled communicants. The 
Council is their servant, representing in- 
terests and activities which they have been 
led to cherish and earry on co-operatively 
and unitedly. It labors under a high sense 
of imminent duty as it thus strives to ut- 
ter candid and searching words to those 
in whose behalf it serves. The Council 
would also speak with convincing clear- 
ness and persuasion to that large group of 
well-minded citizens who are outside its 
constituent Churches but who, none the 


less, it believes, are interested in its pur- 
poses and activities and who are turning 
to the Chureh of Christ with critical and 
sometimes wistful countenances to hear and 
see what professing Christians have to say 
and propose to do in these present con- 
fused times. 


The Federal Council rejoices to herald 
the “good news” of the Christian Gospel 
as the one uplifting force adequate to meet 
present and widespread human need. It 
believes that such a Gospel is neither 
threadbare nor unrelated to the issues of 
modern life. Vital and vigorous Christian- 
ity is most crucially needed in times of 
economic, moral and spiritual distintegra- 
tion, and never more so than now. The 
Christian Gospel, issuing from the eternal 
God through the life, death and resurrec- 
tion of the Holy One whose name is bears, 
has won its way through the centuries, 
not alone in the face of appalling need, 


but as the one sufficient remedy for the 
ills of mankind. 


The present breakdown of our highly 
organized life, the Council believes, is 
supremely moral and spiritual. Reeovery 
and continuing progress will not arise out 
of the forms of our institutions but from 
the character and spirit of our people. 
Every aspect of present world distress is 
a finger-post pointing to individual mo- 
tives, attitudes and practices which have 
not been brought and kept under the 
domination of the Spirit of God revealed 


in Jesus Christ, and which, in turn, have 


not been accompanied by socially just and 
unselfish attitudes toward others. 
The Federal Council has no message te ‘ 
utter in behalf of any other Gospel than . 
that which first deals with the renewal 
individual life by the power of Go 
believes that the earnest, persuasiv 
contagious proclamation of that Gos 
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witnessing word and confirming deed, con- 
tinues to be the primary obligation of the 
Christian Church. It also believes that 
vital Christianity has an inherent ecapac- 
ity for adaptation to the changing needs 
of mankind. It knows no race or place, 
no type or area of life for which the 
Gospel message and its vital application 
are not suited. The Council is equally con- 
vineed that, while the Gospel must first 
be lodged in the heart of the individual 
as a transforming power, it cannot be con- 
fined there but must be fearlessly applied 
to all the complicated relationships which 
comprise the range of modern life. The 
Christian religion has no boundaries and 
knows no frontiers. It matches the mag- 
nitude of the devastation which has befall- 
en, not merely the body but the soul of 
mankind today, with the illimitable and 
available resources that are to be found 
in the living Spirit of the Lord and Mas- 
ter. 


The Council is moved to a sense of sor- 
row akin to shame as it faces the tragical- 
ly unchristian character of so much of our 
modern life. In many cases we have only 
substituted one form of paganism for an- 
other. Suspicion, fear, malice, lust and 
greed, we have discovered, may be as 
mightily malignant in the midst of un- 
paralleled scientific achievements and 
material prosperity as they ever were 
among primitive peoples. To attempt to 
build our civilization upon the supremacy 
of “things” has landed us in the same 
morass as that into which ancient civiliza- 
tions fell. The wealth of mechanical de- 
vices and the accompanying techniques 
and skills of highly organized economic 
and social living have not solved basic 
human problems or lifted “life’s crushing 
load” from the back of mankind. 


The fact that the Church of Christ, and 
by so much more the civilization which 
also wears His name, are such imperfect 
witnesses of the power of Christ, is not 
merely an occasion for humiliation and 
distress. It also contains an unmistakable 
element of hope and an inspiring prophetic 
portent. Christianity does not give up 
following its Master, even though it fol- 
lows afar off. Even nominal Christian 
civilization voices a frequently recurring 
recognition of the teaching and spirit of 
the One whose name it so wunworthily 
bears. The persistency of the Christian 
ideal, the tenacity with which we cling 
to it, and the confidence with which we 
reassert it after seasons of lukewarmness 
and even of betrayal and apostacy, are 
a part of our imperishable heritage. We 
are not Christian—as we ought to be, nor 
as we renewedly desire and purpose to be. 

Let the Church, however, face certain 
bleak facts. Economic exploitation, where- 
in the acquisitive instinct has not alone 
outstripped but submerged the sense of 
social responsibility, is bearing and eating 
its own bitter fruit today. It is cold com- 
fort to realize that the exploiter is so 
largely suffering under the same weight 
of distress as that which has crushed the 
victims of his rapacity. Corporate greed 
has wrought its commensurate conse- 
quences of corporate woe. Many, alas, 
have gone down under the blasting storm 
of disaster and many more are being 
drawn into its deadly vortex. 

The desperate nature of our present eco- 
nomic plight is further evidenced by the 
fact that the depths of unemployment to- 
day, abysmal as they are, appear in none 
too sharp contrast with conditions that 
obtained during the preceding years of 
abundance, such as 1927, when some twelve 
million of our people lived at the level of 
bare subsistence and twenty million more 
had only the minimum for continued 
health and normal efficiency. By far the 
deadliest damage, too, has been done to 
the soul and spirit of our people in the 
loss of initiative and outlook, courage and 
self-respect. 


Turning, however, to other aspects of 
our debacle, we come face to face with 
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continuing and accented racial dislikes 
and prejudices hissing their venomous ha- 
treds. It only adds to the measure of our 
shame that they have been permitted so 
boldly to bare their sinister fangs. 

Lust of possession, prestige and power 
have also burned their devastating way 
into the very citadels of our civilization, 
and have not been afraid to invade our 
sanctuaries. Appetite, custom and greed 
are demanding a speedy restoration of 
habit-forming alcohol to legalized security 
and entrenched arrogance, with ill-gotten 
revenue: offered as a salve for the sub- 
sidence of our national conscience. A 
spectre also stalks our feast of bitter 
bread today. It is the feverish desire 
of multitudes to restore by the devices of 
magic the very conditions which have 
brought us low. Brazen and seductive 
voices are not lacking in the high places 
of the land as they call us back to barren 
and blighting prosperity and to the wor- 
ship of things as they were. 

At the climax of them all, cruel and un- 
Christlike war stalks abroad. Once again 
it pours the inflammable oil of fear upon 
the garments of our Western civilization 


THE CHALLENGE 


The challenge comes 
To Christian men, 

The world demands 
New proof again. 


Material might, 
With ugly mien, 

Defies the power 
Of things unseen. 


The Church, the Book, 
Must stand the test, 

To show the world 
God’s truth is best. 


The cause of Christ 
Must suffer loss, 

If Christian men 
Bear not the cross. 


No longer words 
Nor empty creeds; 
The world demands 
New proof in deeds. 


—Grenville Kleiser. 


so that it may be the more readily set on 
fire for the next halocaust, while the non- 
Christian Orient, with its own foundations 
crumbling and much of its superstructure 
in collapse, kindles its torches at the same 
unholy flame and laughs the nominally 
Christian West to scorn. 

There are, however, cheering signs in the 
sky. In the face of all that is ominous 
and evil, there are rising tides of under- 
standing and purpose. 


For one thing, the youth of the land, 
and notably the sons and daughters of 
the Church, are ready for some clear word 
of truth. They merit confidence and they 
deserve our understanding and co-opera- 
tion. While there are those who would 
exploit them for gain, the Church has it 
within its power to awaken their enthusi- 
asm and to eall forth their spirit of ad- 
venture and achievement in the service of 
the Kingdom. They are not liabilities but 
assets in the reckoning of the true wealth 
of the Church and the nation. 


Another aspect of hope in the present 
situation is the character displayed by 
multitudes of our people during the dark 
days of adversity. Not alone has violence 
been noticeably absent from the desperate 
struggle for shelter and subsistence, but 
fortitude and courage of an amazing sort 
have been in widespread evidence. The 
annals of these days, although written in 
terms of human suffering and want, also 
glow with high moral and _ spiritual 
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achievement upon the part of our nation 
as a whole. 


Of added significance is the amazing 
outpouring of generosity for those in dis- 
tress. The funds given for community and 
neighborhood relief not alone surpass all 


previous records, but the fact that they 
have come from depleted purses is an 
added glory. These remarkable realities 
of our present situation are a pledge of 
the seriousness of our people, not only to 
see the things through but, under God, to 
see that it does not occur again. 

Light is also breaking upon our dark- 
ened pathway as we begin to realize the 
large measure of agreement and co-opera- 
tion already achieved. 

In the field of conflict with the liquor 
traffic, there is a concensus of Christian 
opinion that unless some adequate form of 
federal control is retained, in the face of 
threatened changes in our basic law 
(which changes should be resisted), the 
nation will be plunged into intolerable con- 
fusion and distress. The Church must un- 
dertake, with every resource at its dis- 
posal, vital education concerning the habit- 
forming nature and the evil effects of al- 


- cohol. 


In the issue of war and peace, it is well 
to be reminded of the registration of 
Christian sentiment in great pacts re- 
nouncing war and looking to constructive 
peace procedures. In such fields as these 
there are lights as well as shadows. As 
Christians we are called to turn our faces 
toward the light. 

For such a world as ours and at such a 
time as this, the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America calls upon 
its constituents, first for themselves be- 
cause of their own needs, and then for 
every circle of life in which their lot is 
cast, to offer and exhibit the only adequate 
and available remedy and resource. Whiie 
there may be differing opinions among 
Christians as to how that remedy may be 
applied, there can be no valid doubt as to 
the nature of the resource. 

To bring to bear upon this present 
world situation,—from its center in dis- 
traught individual hearts out to the vast 
circumference of economic, racial, national 
and international relationships,—the un- 
trammeled power of the life of the spirit 
may threaten to overwhelm the Church be- 
cause at best the Church is so un-Christ- 
like. For it to attempt to do less, how- 
ever, would be to disclose its own spirit- 
ual insolvency. To be re-Christianized it- 
self, root and branch, in principles, policies 
and procedure, in every phase and form of 
its organized life and in the secret places 
of its own inner experiences of reality, is 
the solemn necessity confronting Christian- 
ity today. To penitence and prayer and 
to an engrossing purpose and passion to 
make ourselves worthy of our place in the 
world and in the plan of God by Christ- 
like understanding and service, let us in 
all conscience devote ourselves. 

Our dependence is not upon ourselves 
but upon God. The mightiest forces of the 
universe are working for, not against, the 
good of mankind. The Almighty and Eter- 
nal God is not standing behind the sha- 
dows but is working out through the dark- 
ness the light of His perfect plan. Every 
road traversed by human want and woe, 
by uneertainty and distraction, by grief 
and despair, leads to the Living God. He 
is our sure refuge, our abiding confidence, 
our victorious commander and comrade. 


With our hearts purified, by our hope 
set on Him, and our lives empowered by 
the Divine Spirit, we would call our 
Churches to a united, urgent and burning- 
hearted proclamation of the Gospel of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ as the one 
hope for a distracted, needy and sinful 
world, and to a more convincing expres- 
sion of his love and truth in every human 
relationship. Now, as always, this is the 
transcendent mission of the Church. To 
this holy cause we would summon our fel- 
low-Christians as we dedicate ourselves 
anew to its increasing accomplishment. 
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America and the European Crisis 


During this season of the year we are 
hearing a great deal about peace on earth, 
good will toward men. Are we for peace 
as sentimentalists or as _ realists? <A 
sentimentalist is an idealist who isn’t 
willing to pay the price for achieving his 
ideals. Do we really believe in loving our 
enemies, in doing good to them that hate 
us, and in overcoming evil with good? 

Since the World War ended in 1918 
there have been three chapters added to 
history. The first chapter extends from 
1918 to 1924, when everything in Europe 
was getting worse and worse. During this 
period the German curreney became in- 
flated. In January, 1921, 45 marks 
equaled a dollar. In January, 1922, it 
took 162 marks to make a dollar. The 
next year the mark took a real tumble 
until in January, 1923, it required 16,240 
marks to equal a dollar. In the following 
November it reached the stupendous fig- 
ure of 4,460,000 marks to a dollar. This 
inflation wiped out nearly all the private 
savings and debts of the German people. 
It completely disorganized their industry. 
Many of us recall reading how the Ger- 
mans, immediately after receiving their 
wages, would rush to the nearest store to 
exchange them for goods for fear that 
the increasing inflation would make those 
wages practically valueless within a few 
hours. Many of them resorted to. or- 
dinary barter, refusing to trust any 
medium of exchange. During this period 
Germany defaulted her reparation pay- 
ments. France, believing that the only 
thing Germany could understand was 
foree, decided upon a policy of the iron 
fist and entered the Ruhr in January, 
1923. Germany countered with her policy 
of passive resistance. This chapter ends 
with the situation between France and 
Germany becoming more and more des- 
perate. Europe again was plunged into 
black depths of despair. 

The second chapter extends from 1924 
to 1929, when everything in Europe seemed 
to be getting better and better. The first 
manifestation of this new spirit was the 
signing of the Locarno Pact in 1925. The 
Loearno Conference was the first one in 
which Germany was met on a basis of 
cordial equality. The spirit of Locarno 
seemed symbolic of a new spirit that had 
arisen in Europe. The spirit of Versailles 
seemed almost dead. A second great con- 
tribution to this peace spirit was the 
evacuation of the Ruhr, which was com- 
pleted by August, 1925. A third import- 
ant factor was the admission of Germany 
into the League of Nations in September, 
1926. Germany was now no longer re- 
garded as an outeast. She had become a 
member of the family of nations. A peace 
psychology was replacing the old psychol- 
ogy of hatred and war. During this time 
the Dawes Plan, and later the Young 
Plan, helped to stabilize the economic sit- 
uation and were steps toward solving the 
reparation problem. This period closed 
with Europe, as well as America, being 
carried away by a wave of prosperity and 
everything seemed to be getting better 
and better. 

The third chapter begins in 1929 and 
continues through the present time, when 
conditions are once more getting worse 
and worse. The autumn of 1929 marked 
the crash on the American stock market, 
and the effeet quickly swept over the en- 
tire world. Just as the French Revolution 
was a signal for other revolutions, so the 
American slump resulted in other slumps 
throughout the world. Men who had been 
striving since the war to get back on 
their feet were made desperate and hun- 
gry. A second important cause of the dis- 
ruption of the growing peace psychology 
was the Italian-French naval rivalry on 
the Mediterranean. Before the World 
War, we would have thought that such 
a rivalry was their own little local af- 
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fair. Now we realized that nothing hap- 
pens in isolation in history any more. 
France and Italy also began to quarrel 
about the boundary of Tripoli, and Mus- 
solini became provoked because Fascist 
exiles were being harbored in France. 
There is a fundamental political hatred 
between France and Italy. France is 
democratic and Italy is Fascist. Musso- 
lini hates what he ealls the democratic an- 
archy of France in contrast to his own 
disciplined dictatorship. The issue, of 
course, is whether you are going to count 
heads or whether you are going to break 
them. Then the proposed Austrian-Ger- 
man tariff union helped to ruffle the calm 
that had been settling over Europe. This 
union was a right thing, but done at the 


THINGS ARE AS THEY ARE BE- 
CAUSE MANY FALL DOWN 
ON THEIR JOBS 


The influence of real Church peo- 
ple is the still small voice of every 
community and nothing can succeed 
that it really opposes. 

Church influence is so powerful 
that there is a constant appeal to it, 
for it is our civic and spiritual bal- 
ance wheel. 

That being the case, why is not 
everything as it should be? 

Because many are negative instead 
of positive Christians. 

There is a great deal to do, and 
were it done, living conditions would 
not only be better, but our taxes 
would be lower. 

Every place is made up of the 


good, near good, bad and very bad. 
The last two classes exist because 
the good are not alive to their civic, 


family and spiritual duties. The 
near-good are no help. 

Christianity is the only force that 
can arouse conscience. Because of 
the negative Christians it does not 
do enough arousing. 

Lukewarm water does not amount 
to much, and it is the same with 
lukewarm Christians. Real Church 
people can do anything. 

Their united action will make the 
world what the Golden Rule started 
out to accomplish, but too many of 
us are falling down on our jobs. 


—Benjamin A. Fryer, in 
Reading Eagle. 


wrong time and in the wrong way. Sir 
Arthur Henderson was trying to calm the 
nerves of Europe for the Disarmament 
Conference at Geneva, and this set them 
on edge again. It was felt that the Aus- 
trian-German relations were not intended 
to end there, and after being in Vienna 
a year ago I am convinced that there is a 
strong movement to unite completely with 
Germany. A fourth disturbing factor was 
the increase in the election of Hitlerites 
which reflected a new rise of nationalism 
in Germany. All of these events, how- 
ever, were overshadowed by the German 
financial crisis in July, 1931. This crisis 
was caused by the world-wide depression, 
plus her acute’ reparation problems. 
Among the causes of the universal depres- 
sion are, first the mal-distribution and 
congestion, and ill use of gold throughout 
the world. The United States and France 
possess two-thirds of the world’s gold sup- 
ply. The rest of the world has to get 
along as best it can on the remaining 
one-third, so that it is not surprising that 
England and fifteen other nations have 
had to go off the gold standard. Our eco- 
nomie system is trade carried on by means 


of exchange, and it cannot function prop- 
erly unless we have a proper balance. A 
second cause is the speculative boom of 
1929. A third is the world-wide depres- 
sion in agriculture which is now feeling 
the full effects of mechanization. A 
fourth factor is the fall in the price of 
basic commodities, including the price of 
silver. 

yermany was so weakened by the Ver- 
sailles Treaty and reparation payments 
that she was the weakest link in our eco- 
nomic chain, and therefore the first to 
break. Germany is faced with financial 
bankruptcy because she cannot pay both 
her political and economic debts. To ap- 
preciate fully the size of the German debt 
we need to recall that at the close of the 
Franco-Prussian War in 1871 Bismark re- 
quired the French to pay an indemnity of 
one billion dollars. This was considered 
a cruel treaty. The French, however, sue- 
ceeded in paying it off in the period of 
one generation. Calculations differ, but it 
is now generally agreed that Germany has 
already paid between ten billions and 
fifteen billions of dollars, depending some- 
what upon the valuation of certain com- 
modities. According to the modified Young 
Plan, she must pay annually five hundred 
and fifty million dollars for the next 58 


years, making a total with interest of 
approximately forty billion dollars. The 
Young Plan, unlike the Dawes Plan, 


which was fairer at this point, did not 
allow for the fall in prices. Today Ger- 
many will have to pay from one-third to 
one-half more in goods than was con- 
templated by the Young Plan. Obviously 
what was a just figure three years ago is 
not fair today. 

Germany emerged from the war im- 
poverished and in order to reconstruet 
her own industry she had to borrow money 
at a very high rate of interest. While 
France was paying 1% for short term 
loans and Holland % of 1% for similar 
loans, Germany had to pay 6% for short 
term loans and 9% for long term loans. 
There are only two ways in which a na- 
tion can pay its debts. One is by paying 
them in gold, the other is by paying them 
in goods and services. Germany emerged 
from the war with just one billion dollars 
in gold, and so can pay us only in goods 
and services. To do this Germany must be 
permitted to build up a balance of ex- 
ports over imports large enough to meet 
her annual payment of five hundred and 
fifty million dollars. But we claim that 
we are suffering from overproduction and 
so build huge tariff walls, preventing 
Germany from paying us in the only possi- 
ble way. Either we must cancel the debts 
or allow Germany to export five hundred 
and fifty million dollars more than she 
imports for the next 58 years. Just as a 
merchant who has only $1,000 cannot pay 
a debt of $40,000 if his business is boy- 
cotted, so a nation with only a billion 
dollars in gold cannot pay a debt of forty 
billions unless it is allowed to make money 
in the meanwhile. 

However, most economists agree that 
even with the tariff removed Germany 
cannot pay such a huge indemnity. As 
several members of the Dawes and Young 
Commission pointed out, Dawes and Young 
are not surprised at the financial crisis in 
Germany because they had to modify 
their original plans to meet the French 
mind. France is intrinsically weaker than 
Germany. Germany has been a growing, 
virile nation, while France is a statie or 
dying one. "Therefore France has been 
possessed with a feeling of power and 
fear, always a dangerous combination. 


When the Versailles Treaty was agreed 


upon, Clemenceau promised the Germans: 
in writing that they were being dis 


as the first” step toward universal disarm: ; 


ament. However, since that time the f 
leading allies have increased their 
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THANKSGIVING THOUGHTS 


(Every day is Thanksgiving Day for 
the truly Christian heart, and we are 
sure you will be glad to read these 
helpful lines from the pen of the 9- 
year-old son of Dr. and Mrs. Christo- 
pher Noss, with their fine spirit and 
their revelation of real talent.) 


How the autumn winds do blow 
Just before the winter snow! 

Dry leaves scatter, brown and sere— 
Thanksgiving time is almost here. 


All the corn is gathered in, 
Filling every barn and bin. 
Every nut is plump and round 
As it patters to the ground. 


By our fireside’s cozy glow,— 
When the air is full of snow, 
We'll be glad for autumn stores, 
Gathered from God’s out-of-doors. 


Richard B. Noss. 
Lancaster, Pa. 


penditures for armaments twenty-seven 
per cent, or five hundred million dollars, 
annually. Germany, therefore, felt that 
her payments were not helping the French 
or Polish peasants, but were being paid 
to the allies so that they could keep up 
their armaments in order to keep her 
down. Especially did they feel that they 
were paying France to keep up her huge 
army of four million men to keep her 
down. This vicious circle Germany de- 
termined to break. ‘This accounts for the 
rise of their new Nationalism. Germany 
believed that France was determined to 
keep her bled white. She believed that 
Franee would not let her recover and 
dared not let her die. Germany is the 
economic heart of Europe, and if the 
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heart stops the body must die. If Ger- 
many collapses Europe will be thrown 
into greater chaos than with the collapse 
of any other continental nation. How- 
ever, like any sick patient, she cannot be 
kept at death’s door forever. Either she 
must recover or. she will die. A year ago 
in Germany I found fatalistie gloom. I 
arrived in Berlin two days after all the 
banks had closed. The unemployment in- 
surance had been cut. I expected to find 
a great deal of excitement. To my.great 
surprise, instead of finding any rioting 
the streets were deserted. I saw people 
sitting in cafes staring into space. Im- 
mediately I asked, “What does _ this 
mean?” I found that it meant that Ger- 
many is on the verge of falling into 
despair and cynicism. They are living not 
for a year or a decade, but for a day and 
an hour, a number believing, eat, drink 
and be merry for tomorrow we die. This 
is the eightenth winter that Germany is 
faced with a crisis. The “British Journal 
of the Royal Institute of International 
Relations” declares that nine-tenths of 
the German people are receiving fifty dol- 
lars a month, or less, and that one-half of 
them are receiving twenty-five dollars a 
month or less. Although there is a small 
wealthy class which cannot be taxed en- 
tirely out of existence in a capitalistic 
system, the middle class has practically 
disappeared. Three-fourthts of the work- 
ers’ families are in poverty. Libraries 
and hospitals have had to close. Rickets 
have reappeared among the school chil- 
dren as during the allied hunger blockade. 
During the summer of 1931 there was an 
average of 45 suicides a week. Germany 
has developed a frustration complex. She 
feels that she is at the mercy of forces 
outside of her control. As a young man 
with a Ph.D. degree from the University 
of Berlin who could not obtain a job 
said to me, “Germany has worked hard 
since the war, but instead of conditions 


THE ANGEL TIDINGS 
B. F. M. Sours 


O angels, come and tell again 
That happy news to me 

As once you told it in the night 
Beyond the eastern sea. 

For I have heard the tidings glad, 
And thrill, for joy is mine, 

For lo! the promises of God 
Are full of love divine. 


Above dear Bethlehem’s fields you 
stood 
And told the coming King, 
But to the whole wide world you 
brought 
The songs that Christians sing; 
And yet you do not come again, 
For it is ours to tell— 
Then, O thou Christ of Bethlehem, 
Help us to do it well. 


Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


getting better they have gotten worse, 
and ten years from now they will still be 
worse.” Germany prefers to retain a Re- 
publican form of government and is mak- 
ing desperate efforts to do so. Fascism 
and Communism are movements of despair. 
The German people are convinced that 
they cannot pay this huge debt and they 
are now in the frame of mind where they 
will overthrow any German government 
that tries to collect it from them. This 
winter the number of their unemployed 
has increased to seven million. Seven 
million desperate, embittered, hungry men 
within a nation are more dangerous to a 
nation’s government than seven million 
armed men from without. 
(To be continued) 
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IN BRIEF 


‘MY JESUS, I LOVE THEE” 
(Memory Hymn for January) 


My Jesus, I love Thee, I know Thou art 
mine, 

For Thee all the follies of sin I resign; 

My gracious Redeemer, my Saviour art 
Thou; 

If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ’tis now. 


I love Thee, because Thou hast first loved 
me, 

And purchased my pardon on Calvary’s 
tree; 

I love Thee for wearing the thorns on Thy 
brow; i 

If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ’tis now. 


I will love Thee in life, I will love Thee 
in death, 

And praise Thee as long as Thou lendeth 
me breath; 

And say when the death-dew lies cold on 
my brow, 

If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ’tis now. 


In mansions of glory and endless delight, 
T’ll ever adore Thee in heaven so bright; 
T’ll sing with the glittering crown on my 
brow, 
If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ’tis now. 
Anon. 


Adoniram J. Gordon. 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


Christmas greetings are coming from far 
and near, and a heavy blanket of snow 
makes the season very real. 
in receiving 3 contributions to our salary 
fund since our last report. Gifts, greetings 


We are happy- 


and hearty good-will make up a trial of 
graces that brings merry hearts and happy 
faces. A Happy Christmas to all of our 
contributors and to all good people, old 
and young. This week we report $7 from 
the Forward Class, Trinity Church, Wil- 
kinsburg, Pa., Irene E. Pruner, Treas.; $5 
from Misses Lizzie and Carrie Nickum, 
and $5 from Mrs. Rebecca H. Spicher. 
Total, $225. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. ©. L. Bash from Salina, Pa., to 
Meyersdale, Pa. 

Rev. E. W. Moyer from Perkasie, Pa., 
to 320 Spring St., Bellefonte, Pa. 


WHY THIS SACRIFICE ON THE PART 
OF OUR MISSIONARIES IN JAPAN? 


Our missionaries in Japan have voted 
to make a voluntary contribution of one 
month’s portion of this year’s salary to the 
Board of Foreign Missions. This in the 
face of a 10 per cent cut already made by 
the Board for the year 1932. 

This real sacrifice is being made in order 
to save the Mission from serious conse- 
quences. 

Dr. Zaugg, Secretary, writes: “We feel 
so far removed from the help of friends 
and home folks, that the present situation 
has a very disturbing effect upon our 
minds to say the least. But our greatest 
anxiety is not our personal finances; we 
are troubled about the future of our work. 
In one of your letters earlier in the year 
you encouraged us by saying that, if we 
kept the Budget for 1933 down to the 
figure of 1932 you hoped the Board could 


TWO HONORED VETERANS 
PASS AWAY 


THE REV. U. H. HEILMAN, D.D. 
THE REV. H. D. DARBAKER, D.D. 


The Rev. Uriah Henry Heilman, 
D.D., of Lebanon, Pa., entered into 
the Heavenly rest on Dee. 14, at the 
age of 94. He was the oldest 
alumnus of Franklin and Marshall 
College, and had served Churches at 
Hamburg, Duneannon, Mechanics- 
burg, Lewisburg, Pa., and Emmits- 
burg, Md. Until recently, he was a 
regular and beloved contributor to 


the pages of the “Messenger.” 


The Rev. Henry D. Darbaker, D.D., 


of Emlenton, Pa., another of our 
best beloved retired pastors, passed 
away Monday evening, Dec. 12, after 
a week’s illness. Funeral services 
were conducted Dec. 14 in St. John’s 
Church, Emlenton, in charge of Rev. 
W. F. Ginder, assisted by Pastors 
Edwards, Methodist, and Koons, 
Presbyterian, with interment in 
Emlenton Cemetery. 


A fuller account of the life and 
work of these useful brothers will be 
given later. 


finance it. Those are the words of a man 
of superb faith, as we have long known 
you to be. We do not wish to see all the 
efforts of fifty years of hard and faithful 
work come to naught. This is what we 
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fear might happen if there is no improve- 
ment in the financial situation very soon, 
and this constitutes the basis of our 
anxiety.” 

I thank the Lord that I have a superb 
faith in our faithful pastors and members 
and in our loyal missionaries. Even now, 


when the contributions are slow and few 
in reaching the Board, my faith in the 
Lord and in our Chureh continues. The 


sad thought to me as I approach Christmas 
is, that the missionaries are anxious about 
the work. Will you and I not sympathize 
with them in their anxiety to the extent 
of at least helping to remedy it? 

Allen R. Bartholomew, Secretary. 


A good friend in Mifflinburg, Pa., re- 
newing her subscription, says: “I enjoy the 
‘Messenger’ very much, and feel as if I 
can’t do without it.” 

Dr. Ray H. Dotterer, of the faculty of 
State College, Pa., says of the “Almanac 
and Year Book”: “It is very interesting 
and complete.” 

A good friend in Irwin, Pa., writes: “In 
spite of stringent money conditions, I 
could hardly get along without the ‘Mes- 
singer.” We hope that sentiment will be 
universal among our readers. 


A series of Evangelistic services was 
held in Emmanuel Church, Freysville, Pa., 
Nov. 27 to Dec. 24. The Rev. Oliver K. 
Maurer presented a most interesting series 
of Gospel sermons. The average attend- 
ance at the 8 services was more than dou- 
ble the membership of the congregation. 


The annual meeting of the Association 
of Schools, Colleges and Seminaries will 
be held in Haddon Hall, Atlantic City, 
Tuesday evening, Jan, 10, at 6.30 o’clock. 
The address of the evening will be by Dr. 
William P. Few, President of Duke Uni- 
versity. 

Rev. William H. Erb, of Norristown, 
occupied the pulpit of First Church, Quak- 
ertown, on Dec. 11, and on Dee. 4, Rev. Dr. 
Erb supplied at the Reformed Church at 
Mainland for Rev. Geo. W. Hartman. If 
you need supply preaching address Rev. 
Wm. H. Erb, 671 George St., Norristown, 
Penna. 


“The Reformed Church Bulletin,’ con- 
gregational paper of the Myerstown, Pa., 
Church, Rev. David Lockart, pastor, enters 
into its 30th year in 1933. All its issues 
from the beginning has been preserved by 
binding them every two years. 


The Eastern section of the Classis of 
North Carolina held 4 Consistorial Confer- 
ences. The attendance was near 250 at the 
4 conferences. The Lexington group was 
so large they either could not or did not 
count. Consistorymen had a large part in 
the discussions. The men were of a mind 
that we need to be more earnest in King- 
dom work. 


Orders are being received for the Manual 
of Christian Stewardship for Confirmation 
Classes and young people’s societies. These 
have been used extensively by pastors dur- 
ing the period of intensive study in the 
Bible and Heidelberg Catechism. The Ex- 
ecutive Committee will fill all orders gratis 
at the earliest date. 


Dr. Alfred Williams Anthony, one of the 
leaders of the Federal Council of Churches 
in New York, writes a kind word with 
regard to the “Messenger” of Dec. 8: “It 
is a very interesting paper,” he says. “The 
prayer by Mr. Groff on the cover page 
leads one into a closer understanding and 
fellowship with God, and the sermon by 
Dr. Thurneysen sets forth the principles 
involved in domestic relations with much 
clarity and good sense.” 


Definite progress is being made in select- 
ing the material for packets for the annual 
Stewardship Essay and Poster Contest. 
Much interest is already being shown in 
this Contest by Classical Missionary and 
Stewardship Committees, pastors, S. S. su- 
perintendents and. would-be contestants. 
However, no packets will be sent out until 


CHURCH 


the beginning of the new year, so those 
inquiring for same will need to wait until 
then, The topics will be announced shortly. 

No pastor or Church officer should miss 
having a Stewardship Diary, which has in 
it not only an arrangement for the record- 
ing of income aand expense, but enongh 
material along Stewardship lines to keep 
before him the principles of Christian 
Stewardship and make possible further 
Stewardship study. Send for your copy 
and present your friends with one for 
Christmas. They may be had for 25e from 
the office of the Executive Committee. 

If the Apportionment payments for 1932 
could be speeded up and sent in to the 
Boards in the next few weeks, the serious 
situation, in which the Boards find them- 
selves, could be materially relieved. Be- 
fore the close of the year every dollar 
raised for work of the Boards should find 
its way into the hands of the treasurers 
of the Boards, who would thus be enabled 
to meet some of the most pressing needs 
and alleviate some real suffering among 
our missionary pastors and workers. 


For the past 3 months, the Clever Bible 
Class of Christ’s Church, Hagerstown, Md., 
Rev. H. A. Fesperman, pastor, has had an 
average attendance of 218; the highest 
attendance during that time was on Dee. 
4, with 273 present. The S. S. has also 
broken attendance records several times 
during the fall. On Dec. 4, 725 were pres- 
ent. The pastor has been elected presi- 
dent of the Washington County Ministerial 
Association for 1933. 


One of the most faithful pastors in the 
Eastern Synod helps to gladden our heart 
in this holiday season with this gracious 
word: “Allow me to confess that I cannot 
do one week without the ‘Messenger.’ In 
particular I desire to say that the Thanks- 
giving and Book Numbers were unusually 
fine and some of our people are already 
talking about the Christmas Number. May 
the tribe of ‘Messenger’ readers increase. 
I herewith send my sincere thanks—and 
congratulations.” 


Dr. Paul J. Dundore writes concerning 
the new Catechetical Manual: “Am very 
well pleased with this new manual for 
instruction of youth. I-have divided the 
pupil’s book into 13 lessons and am pre- 
paring a special guide for our local situa- 
tion. Four of our classes in 1st year inter- 
mediate will study the Manual the first 
quarter of the new year. These children 


CAROL FOR CHRISTMAS, 1932 


God rest you merry, gentlemen, 
Let nothing you dismay— 

Yet some there are who will be cold 
Upon the Holy Day, 

Unless God rest you merciful 
As well as blithe and gay. 


God rest you merry, gentlemen, 
And give you right ‘good cheer; 
And though the feast be slimmer 
, than 
In any former year, 
Yet sharing it with those who lack 
Will make it doubly dear. 


And if your coats be frayed and 


worn 
Which once were new and fair, 

Remember there are many men 
Who have no coats to wear, 

And there are women who now feel 
The chillness of despair. 


God rest you merry, gentlemen— 
Yet hold no vain display; 
Let now your gallant hearts be 
known . 
In a more gallant way. 
Remember Christ our Saviour 
Was born on Christmas Day! 


—Tristan Marc, in 
New York Times. 
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If You Receive A Gift of 
Money for Christmas 


What better way can you spend 
this amount than by purchasing a 
book that will be 


A Lasting Reminder of the Donor? 

Now you can buy any number of 
good books at $1.00 per copy. 

In fact, good books can be pro- 
cured at various, fascinating prices. 

Let us serve you. Advise us your 
taste in reading and we will send you 
a list of books from which to make 
a selection. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 


1505 Race Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


comprise my class in Catechism. I will 
meet them on Saturday afternoon and teach 
the Catechism; and the teachers will teach 
the Manual on Sunday mornings in the 
Church School.” 


Dr. A. V. Casselman has been spending 
no small portion of his time recently 
speaking to congregations and Woman’s 
Missionary Society Thank-Offering — ser- 
vices upon the subject of our Winnebago 
Indian. Mission. The majority of these 
engagements were made at the Missionary 
Conferences last summer, and many of 
them were in appreciation of services ren- 
dered at the Conferences by the pastors 
and members of the congregations. Dr. 
Casselman wishes us to announce that, 
much as he would enjoy continuing to ac- 
cept the many invitations he is constantly 
receiving to speak on the Winnebago 
Mission, his duties as Associate Secretary 
of the Board of Foreign Missions make it 
impossible for him to accept further ap- 
pointments. However, the Winnebago mo- 
tion picture films and the stereopticon 
lecture, entitled, “Winning the Winne- 
bagos”, are available from the Depart- 
ment of Missionary Education. 


The 11th annual Consistorial Conference 
of the Reformed Churches of Washington 
County was held in Mt. Vernon Church, 
Keedysville, Md., Rev. Addison H. Groff, 
pastor, on Noy. 15, with afternoon and 
evening sessions, Elder C. B. Taylor (presi- 
dent) presiding. Elder Knadler conducted 
the devotional service followed by a very 
interesting report on the Minutes of Gen- 
eral Synod by Attorney Harry Brindle. 
Elder D. A. Stickell gave a forceful ad- 
dress on “The Essentials of a Layman’s 
Church,” and “The Relative Importance of 
Young People’s Work” was presented by 
E. E. Snyder. Brief discussion followed. 
In the evening, Elder G. K. Angle conduct- 
ed the devotional service. Mr. W. Schneb- 
ly and Dr. Scott R. Wagner spoke of the 
Home for the Aged at Hagerstown, Md. 
The sermon, “A Thief in the Church,” by 
Rev. Dr. John S. Hollenbach, Manchester, 
Md., was very educational and inspiring. 
These conferences are recommended to all 
our Reformed Churches, so reports E, E. 
Snyder, secretary. : 


President Omwake, of Ursinus College, 
in his rewarding column in the “Ursinus 
Weekly”, coneludes that Christmas giving 
this year will be a very practical nature. 
He says that 3 years of hard times have 
made folks not less generous but more 
prudent, and gifts are more likely to be 
selected with wise reference to usefulness 
and need. This, he believes, will brings 
higher quality of appreciation, and in we 
rank and file of American homes there is 
going to be a very wholesome Christm 
spirit.» He is undoubtedly right in sayi 
that “this domestie disposition to play 
in spending and to exercise wisdom 
giving will constitute a good st 
point from which to proceed in settit 
on the New Year.” “The less wi 
the return of prosperity through 
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less and extravagant ways of past years,” 
says Dr. Omwake, “the more certainly we 
will help it to come. The pass to which 
we have come compels more thought for 
our fellow men. Our times do not permit 
a real man to become self-centered. He 
must be altruistic if he is truly human.” 


These are days when not only govern- 
ments and Churches are talking much about 
budgets but individuals as well. The Stew- 
ardship Diary will be just the thing to use. 
Missionary societies, missionary guilds, 
young people’s societies and Sunday 
Schools as well as Chapters of the Re- 
formed Churchmen’s League and men’s or- 
ganizations should send in their orders for 
the beautiful Stewardship Diary, bound in 
red Russian leather and gilded, which the 
Executive Committee has had published 
with our denominational imprint. They 
are sold for 25c, postpaid, by the Execu- 
tive Committee. 


A Nativity play was presented in the 
Abbey Church, Huntingdon, Pa., Rev. Ho- 
bart D. MeKeehan, pastor, on Dee. 13, in 
the evening. Every seat was taken and 
more than 100 voices were employed in the 
processional and chorus. The cantata, 
“Childe Jesus,” will be presented at the 
Candlelight service on Christmas Eve at 
midnight. Christmas offerings for Orphans’ 
Homes. The annual Christmas pageant will 
be given Christmas morning and the an- 
nual sermon delivered in the evening. The 
minister has been asked to serve as a dele- 
gate to the Belfast meeting of the Alliance 
of Reformed Churches. 


At the last meeting of the Philadelphia 
Ministerium, held in the Schaff Building, 
29 pastors were present. Rev. Purd E. 
Deitz gave a very lucid presentation of 
actual life and thought of a theological 
seminary in Seotland. It would certainly 
be helpful to every pastor, after a certain 
number of years of service, if he could 
spend a season in special studies. The 
Church itself would do well to make such 
a program for the pastors, for it would not 
only enlarge their minds but enrich their 
ministry. The next meeting of the Min- 
isterium will be held on Jan. 23 and the 
address will be made by Rev. Arthur C. 
Ohl, of Trappe, Pa. 


The installation of the Rev. Russell D. 
Custer, as pastor of St. Paul’s Church, 
Milltown, N. J., was conducted by a com- 
mittee of New York Classis on Dee. 11, in 
the evening. Despite snow, rain and sleet, 
the Church was filled. The congregation 
of New Brunswick attended and the Young 
People of the two Churches held a joint 
meeting before the service. Rev. Paul C. 
Scheirer, of Bellrose, Long Island, a class- 
mate of Mr. Custer, delivered the charge 
to the congregation and Rev. Dr. Carl H. 
Gramm, of New Brunswick, N. J., pre- 
sented the charge to the minister. Dr. Wm. 
H. Koch, elder, read the Scripture pas- 
sage, and the music by the Senior and 
Junior choirs added much to the service. 


A very impressive service was held in 
Central Church, Dayton, Ohio, on Nov. 20, 
when Licentiate Charles M. Prugh was or- 
dained to the ministry. Rev. Dr. W. W. 
Rowe, pastor of Central Church, preached 
the sermon; Dr. L. W. Stolte conducted the 
liturgical service; Elder D. I. Prugh, father 
of Mr. Prugh, led in the responsive reading. 
Rev. Dr. H. J. Christman, president of 
General Synod, was present and led in 
prayer. Rev. Dr. Stibitz and Rev. W. H. 
Shults were also present. The choir ren- 
dered special music for the occasion. A 
large audience was present to extend greet- 
ings and to wish Rev. and Mrs. Prugh 
much success as they enter upon their work 
in Decatur, Indiana. 


The funeral of Miss Bertha Kate Lein- 
bach was held from her late residence in 
Womelsdorf, Pa., on Saturday, Dee. 10, at 
1.30 P. M. The services were held in Trin- 
ity Church, Tulpehocken, near Myerstown, 
Pa., with interment in the adjacent ceme- 


tery. Miss Leinbach, who was aged 70, 
was killed by a truck while crossing a road — 
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near her home in Womelsdorf. She was 
the last member of her family. Her father 
was the late Rev. Dr. Charles H. Lein- 
bach, long time pastor of the Tulpehocken 
Church, and one of her brothers was the 
late Rev. J. Calvin Leinbach, who served 
successful pastorates in Riegelsville, Sun- 
bury and Lykens, Pa. Miss Leinbach was 
for years a successful teacher. 

The Reformed Churchmen’s League is 
becoming more serviceable throughout the 
Church. It is surprising to note how 
varied are the activities of the Chapters. 
Not only is there developing a greater loy- 
alty toward the local Church and the de- 
nomination, but the civie spirit is grow- 
ing as the men gather and ask themselves, 
“What can we do to make our lives use- 
ful?” Members of the Chapter of Faith 
Church, Lancaster, Pa., Rev. D. G. Glass, 
pastor, decided upon the following activ- 
ity for this season: They are taking care 
of relief work in their own congregation, 
and will provide baskets of provisions for 
Christmas, and thus beautifully express the 
Christmas spirit and the Christ spirit in 
their hearts. 

The Men’s League of Christ Church, Al- 
toona, Pa., Rev. Charles D. Rockel, pastor, 
at its December meeting developed the 
theme of methods of celebrating Christmas 
in foreign lands. Excellent talks and 
papers were presented. The Scandanavian 
Celebration of Christmas was given by J. 
C. Palm; the Latin Celebration by Dr. C. 
EK. Levan; English, by C. L. Lundegren; 
German, by Edwin Nace. The pastor spoke 
on “How to Celebrate Christmas,” lising 
family worship as one of the most necessary 
requisites for Christmas Day. The inter- 
esting, instructive and well planned pro- 
gram was pronounced as one of the best 
ever given. The librarian announced that 
the Men’s League Library was ready for use 
with 75 volumes available. 

On Dee. 15, very interesting and inspir- 
ing services were held in Zion Church, 
Bethlehem, Dr. C. A. Butz, pastor, com- 
memorating the 20th anniversary of the 
organization of the W. M. 8., organized 
Sept. 29,1912. Mrs. Butz, having served as 
president since the organization, was hon- 
ored with a life membership and received 
a basket of 20 roses. Mrs. Clarence Hawk, 
Classical president, delivered the address 
and there were many other interesting 
features. Though the membership did not 
average more than 15, the record of con- 
tributions is creditable, amounting to $1,- 
205.36 for Classical and Synodical pur- 
poses. There are also G. M. G. and Mission 
Band organizations. The chancel was deco- 
rated with palms, etc. A number of guests 
from Bethlehem Societies attended and 
brought greetings. 

The United Stewardship Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U. 8. and Canada 
held a 3 day session in Indianapolis, Ind., 
Dee. 3-5, Dr. W. E. Lampe was elected 
president of the Council for the coming 
year. He has been a member of this Coun- 
cil from its beginning 12 years ago, and 
contributed largely towards its life and 
usefulness. Among other things the Coun- 
cil decided to have a book published on the 
subject, “Stewardship in an Age of Mate- 
rialism.” This is to be written by one of 
the outstanding religious leaders in Amer- 
ica, Plans for the World Stewardship 
Conference in 1934 were made. This Con- 
ference may meet in Washington, D. C. 
The Council now has representatives in the 
Federal Council of Churches. Dr. H. P. 
Veith of the Evangelical Synod of N. A., 
and Dr. J. H. White were elected to rep- 
resent the Council in this capacity. Dr. 
J. M. G. Darms was elected to continuing 
membership in the Council, * 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 3 


The Home had a red letter day on Wed- 


-nesday, Dec. 14, when the new building 


was occupied and kitchen and dining-room 


‘were put into play. The feebler portion of 


the family was moved, 18 in number, to 
the new dormitories on second and third 
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floors of the new building. By 6 P. M. 
the transfer was completed, and then the 
electric dining room chime, donated by 
Mr. Howard Struble, of Bellefonte, rang 
out to call the guests for dinner. 

The moving was a real ordeal for our 
aged family. With them the old order of 
things is always the best. But the change 
of residence had to be made, and now they 
will have to become accustomed to the 
new order of things. 

The belongings of the guests having 
been moved to the rooms they were to oe- 
cupy in the new building, the guests them- 
selves had to be moved to the rooms. The 
trek was on in full when the first division 
made their trip to the new building. They 
could walk but they had to be accom- 
panied by the deaconesses and other at- 
tendants. They passed from the old to 
the new building through the 150 feet 
subway connecting the buildings, then by 
elevator to the floors of the building. 
Others that followed were moved by simi- 
lar route on wheel chairs. 

Most of the guests were willing to move. 
However, there was one exception. <A lady 
90 years of age declared she would not 
leave her room for the rest of her life. 
It looked like a difficult task to move her. 
She listened to descriptions of the new 
building with much interest and finally she 
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consented to go on an inspection tour with 
the superintendent. She used a wheel chair 
since she cannot walk. The whole build- 
ing was shown her from basement to the 
upper floor, and she repeatedly expressed 
amazement at what she saw. The inspeo 
tion trip ended in one of the rooms on the 
third floor facing the south. When asked 
what she thought of the room she said it 
was very nice. Then she was told that 
was her own room. She made no reply, 
but her face revealed her delight. Her 
room has sunlight all day, the window con- 
tains ultra violet ray glass and there is 
beautiful scenery from her window. Nat- 
urally it will require a little time until 
the members of our family will learn to 
adjust themselves to their new environ- 
ment. 

Not all of the new building is furnished. 
About half the bedrooms are furnished, the 
funds for this purpose having been pro- 
vided by individuals, Churches, and organ- 
izations. Additional furniture will be 
placed just as rapidly as the funds for 
same will be given. 


REFORMED CHURCH HOME FOR THE 
AGED, WYNCOTE, PA. 


Rev. Charles B. Alspach, D.D., Supt. 


Our plans are all made for Christmas. 
A fine big turkey will be provided by Miss 
Amy S. and Clara A. Eaches; ice-cream 
and fruit by a friend of Mrs. Charles L. 
Glanz, the tree by the Auxiliary of Phila- 
delphia, candy by the Faith Chureh. A 
group of young people from this same 
Church will be with us on Friday evening, 
the 23rd, to sing Christmas Carols. 

There is but one thing that is in the way 
for a most joyous Christmas on the part of 
the officials of the Home, and that is, we 
are in need of about $1,500 to close the 
year with all bills paid. Are there not 
those who ean with all the other appeals 
help us in this? Even though it is a small 
amount that you can spare, we will be 
most happy to receive it, and it will as- 
sist us in reaching our much desired goal. 

The Superintendent is doing all that he 
can in this way, and in behalf of our good 
cause, we appeal to you for aid just now. 
Make us a special Christmas gift and aid 
us in meeting these bills. 


GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY AT 
McKEESPORT, PA. 


First Church, McKeesport, Pa., recently 
celebrated its Golden Anniversary, with a 
week of appropriate services. The first 
day of the anniversary welcomed many 
friends of the congregation, who came from 
a distance, to join the present congrega- 
tion in its jubilee. The morning services 
were in charge of the Church School. Prof. 
A. R. Kurtz, supt., presided. Prof. John 
H. Eisenhauer, a former resident of Me- 
Keesport and elder of the congregation, 
spoke in retrospect and set forth the need 
of progressive Church life. 

The evening services, long to be remem- 
bered by the congregation, were unique, in 
that there were present two venerable 
shepherds of the Reformed Church. The 
beloved Rev. H. D. Darbaker, D.D., of 
Emlenton, Pa., spoke in a quiet and most 
delightful manner of the first years of 
effort in First Church. (It is a sad coin- 
cidence that the news of the death of this 
beloved leader of Pittsburgh Synod is an- 
nounced in this issue of the “Messenger.’’) 
The congregation was requested to stand 
and then Mr. W. F. Klingensmith seated 
the congregration according to years of 
membership. There remained standing two 
charter members (sisters), Mrs. Anna Fin- 
ton and Mrs. Sophia Dennen. Dr. Dar- 
baker, with fitting remarks, presented these 
that remained of his flock of 50 years ago, 
with bouquets of flowers. The second 
speaker was the Rev. A. M. Billman, of 
Harrisburg, former pastor of the congrega- 
tion, who was greeted by his host of friends 
and gave a message appropriate to the 
occasion, 

The first Church building was dedicated 


by the Rev. A. E. Truxal, D.D., of Somer- 
set, Pa., now nearing four score years and 
ten. He spoke in a most energetic and 
convincing manner of the challenge to in- 
terpret God in terms of present day life. 
A unique privilege indeed, to have these 
two young men of 50 years ago, men still 
young in spirit, speak and share in the 
worship. 

Allegheny ‘Classis was entertained dur- 
ing the week’s program and conducted an 
appropriate service on Tuesday evening. 
The closing services, Oct. 23, were a cli- 
max, with the Rev. James M. Runkle, D.D., 
as guest speaker. He brought a most in- 
spiring and thought-provoking address. 

The brief history of First Church fol- 
lows: During the summer of 1882, the Rev. 
H. D. Darbaker, D.D., was authorized by 
the Board of Missions to investigate the 
need of a mission in McKeesport, and on 
the last Sunday of July, he conducted the 
first service in the building of the First 
United Presbyterian Church, now occupied 
by the Malta Temple, on Sixth Avenue. 
The congregation was organized on the 
second Sunday of October, 1882, at the 
G. A. R. Hall on Fifth Avenue. The first 
consistory consisted of the following: 
Elders: W. P. Watson, A. L. Kamerer; 
Deacons: A. J. Baker, Wm. Miller; First 
Secretary, A. J. Baker; First Treasurer, 
W. P. Watson. The charter members were 
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as follows: Adam Kamerer, Wm. Miller, 
Mrs. Wm. Miller, Aron Baker, John Wauga- 
man, Ruben Miller, Catherine Miller, W. 
P. Watson, Mrs. W. P. Watson, Anna 
Schanz (now Mrs. Anna Finton), Sophia 
Schanz (now Mrs. C. A. Dennen). The 
two last named are the only surviving 
members of the first congregation. In 1883 
the following members were _ enrolled: 
Catherine Small, John H. Small, Herman 
Lottig, Martha Ann Lottig, Mary C. 
Knapp, Anna Werkmeister, B. M. Schrenck- 
engost, Mary V. Schreckengost, Wm. A. 
Bowling, Mrs. Amelia Bowling, Mr. and 
Mrs. Small and Mrs. Bowling are still 
active members of the congregation. On 
May 13, 1883, a lot was purchased at the 
corner of Sinclair and Ringgold Streets, 
and a church building erected thereon that 
year at a cost of $1,503, where worship 
services were held until 1902, when the lot 
and building were sold for $10,000. At a 
meeting of the trustees on April 25, 1885, 
the Church received its permanent name, 
The First Reformed Church of McKeesport. 
During the erection of our present Church 
home, services were conducted in the 
Royal Arcanum Hall, on Fifth Avenue. 
The present location was purchased for 
$3,000, the cornerstone laid in 1903, and 
the building dedicated April 9, 1905, cost 
$18,000. Various improvements, including 
a new heating system, the installing of a 
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pipe organ, and the purchase of a parson- 
age have taken place since that time. In 
July, 1927, the congregation went to full 
support, after having been a Home Mis- 
sion Church for 42 years. 


The pastors were: Rev. H. D. Darbaker, 
D.D., 1882-1894; Rev. F. J. E. Muehe, 1894- 
1897; Rev. A. H. Smith, 1897-1902; Rev. C. 
F. Althouse, 1902-1903; Rev. A. A. Noll, 
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1904-1909; Rev. Paul B. Rupp, 1911-1920; 


Rev. D. B. Lady, D.D., Supply, 1917-1918; 
Rev. A. M. Billman, 1920-1932; Rev. W. E. 
Reifsnyder, 1932- 

The Fiftieth Anniversary Committee 


consisted of W. F. Klingensmith, chair- 
man; J. W. Hammer, H. C. Beighley, F. C. 
Crall, Mrs. Anna Finton, Mrs. Sophia Den- 
nen, Mrs. Pearl Hoffman. 
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MANY SHALL COME 


A Story By 
Elizabeth Clarke Kieffer 


(Continued from last week) 


iif. 


They went down to the Jordan, that 
afternoon, Tertia in her litter, Marcus, 
armed, plumed and carrying the vitis, 
mounted on a white horse, with a slave 
to go before where the crowds were thick- 
est, shouting their names and quality. 
“Way for Marcus Caelius, princeps pos- 
terior of the first cohort. Way for the 
lady Duilia.” ; 

In a clear space by the river, a little 
above Jericho, a crowd of people were 
gathered. Romans come out to see a 
spectacle; Levites, here to spy upon a pos- 
sible heretic; courtiers of Herod, who had 
heard that this man was speaking over 
frankly about the Tetrarch. There were 
also serious-minded Jews sincerely anxious 
to hear what the holy man had to say. 

On a stone at the water’s edge, stood a 
strange figure of a man. He was a power- 
fully built Jew—lean to emaciation, but 
with a certain wild beauty. He wore a 
leather belt and a camel’s hair apron about 
his otherwise naked body. His hair and 
beard were long and matted, but he was 
clean from many immersions in the river. 
His eyes had a bright, black fascination 
that seemed either the light of madness 
or of great genius. 

He had just finished baptizing a group 
of converts, and had turned again to the 
multitude, and as Marcus and Tertia found 
places was preparing to speak. He lifted 
one lean arm, and the murmurous crowd 
grew still. In the silence, his voice fell 
with cold, piercing disdain. 

“Ye offspring of vipers!” 

Each word was enunciated distinctly, 
and carried to the extreme edges of the 
erowd. There was a gasp of amazement. 
The high-born spies frowned, and the peo- 
ple nudged each other and grinned. 

“Who warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come?” the clear voice went on. “Bring 
forth then fruits worthy of repentance.” 
A group of Levites near him set up a dis- 


approving murmur, and he swung upon 


them, pointing a disapproving finger. “And 
begin not to say within yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham to our father’, for I say 
unto you, that God is able of these stones 
to raise up children to Abraham.” His 
voice became fuller and more vibrant as 
he went on, his coldly shining eyes holding 
the multitude spellbound. “And even now, 
the axe also lieth at the root of the trees; 
every tree, therefore, that bringeth not 
forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast 


into the fire.” 


A wailing voice from the group he had 
just baptized, interrupted him, “What then 
must we do?” ) 

He answered without a moment’s hesita- 
tion, “He that hath two coats, let him 
impart to him that hath none, and he 
that hath food, let him do likewise.” 


A little group under the direction of a 
young disciple of the prophet, was forming 
in line for baptism. In this group was 
one who wore the insignia and carried the 
money-bags of a tax-gatherer. The last 
answer seemed to disturb him, for he 
shrilled out, “Teacher, what must I do?” 


The teacher answered again, “Extort no 
more than that which is appointed you.” 


Three Roman soldiers whom Gneius rec- 
ognized as men of his own cohort, had 
been standing by, laughing at the funny 
spectacle of the baptism. The sight of the 
dripping, gasping Jews, coming up out of 
the water was a rare treat. Now, one of 
them, putting on a pious mien, approached 
the preacher, with folded hands, and in- 
quired, in a tone of mock humility, “And 
we, what must we do?” 


Ignoring the burlesque, the teacher re- 
plied sternly, “Extort from no man by 
violence, neither accuse anyone wrong- 
fully; and be content with your wages.” 

“By Jupiter!” exclaimed Marcus, “the 
man has hit upon the whole philosophy of 
being decent though a soldier. That big 
Gaul has needed a lesson for some time; I 
hope he may take it to heart.” 

The murmurs of the throng had increas- 
ed again. Suddenly an unidentified voice 
from the crowd cried out, “Art thou the 
Christ?” 

The prophet threw up his head with such 
an intense, inspired look that silence fell 
suddenly. 

“T, indeed, baptize you with water,” he 
said slowly and distinctly, “but there 
cometh He that is mightier than I, the 
latehet of whose shoes I am not worthy 
to unloose. He shall baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire.” 

He turned to the group awaiting baptism, 
and ignored the confusion of shouts and 
questions which rose from the crowd. 
Tertia and Marcus turned towards home. 

“That man is an orator!” said Marcus, 
as they sat later in the inner court of 
Pilate’s house. “He has all the art that 
has led men to power throughout the ages. 
His opening was as effective as Cicero’s 
‘Quo usque tandem— I must confess, 
though, that his last retort went over my 
head. I haven’t a notion what he meant 
by that.” 

“But I have!” said Tertia, with an ex- 
cited little laugh. “The man’s preaching 
the Messiah, as they call it. It’s been done 
often before, but I don’t think any of the 
old prophets made His coming quite so 
immanent.” 

“Pye heard some talk of this Messiah,” 
said Mareus. “Who is He anyhow?” 

“He’s a mythical being, who is to ap- 
pear some time in the indefinite future, 
and save the people. He will re-establish 
the old Hebrew kingdom, and go forth 
‘Conquering and to conquer’—that’s an- 
other phrase from the Scriptures—and the 
whole earth will bow to Him.” 

“Tmagine a Jewish Alexander-” laughed 
Marcus. “Can you conceive of this quar- 
relsome, fanatical race ruling the world?” 

“Just the same, they believe it. It’s 
become almost a fixed cult. Nearly all the 
prophets have some reference to Him—or 


~gsome expressions that can be twisted into 


a reference. The priests have a regular set 


of signs by which they are to recognize 
Him. I don’t know them all, but for one 
thing, He is to be of the race of David, 
and born in Bethlehem. Some say He is to 
be born miraculously of a virgin.” 

“Tt would be an awkward situation if 
somebody should take a notion to call him- 
self the Messiah right now, wouldn’t it?” 

“Indeed it would! The people are just 
ripe for revolt if they had leaders. Think 
of that affair in Galilee. Feeling hasn’t 
died down about that, even yet, and then 
there’s talk of activity among the Zealots 
again — although just. who or what the 
Zealots are I can’t seem to find out. It’s 
dangerous to ask. You can’t blame the 
people. Our Italian ancestors weren’t en- 
thusiastic about their Roman conquerors 
either, from all accounts.” 

He laughed lazily, “Just the same an 
uprising wouldn’t be pleasant. I’d hate 
to butcher a lot of people just for sticking 
to their religion. They’re nice enough 
little fellows if you treat them right. I 
hope John stops at prophesying. It’s a 
wonder he didn’t seize his chance, and say 
he was the man!” 

“Well, personally, I think John’s no 
cheat. He know’s he’s not the Messiah, 
and he’s not claiming anything that doesn’t 
belong to him. But it did sound to me 
as if he knew of someone who was. He’ll 
bear watching.” 

They sat thoughtfully for awhile, then 
Tertia said, reminiscently, “Do you know, 
Rachel once told me something that I 
hadn’t thought of since. Before she was 
sold to the dealer who brought her to 
Rome, she belonged to an inkeeper in 
Bethlehem. Her story happened during 
Augustus’ first census. When was that? 
Before I was born, I know.” 

“Tt lasted some time, but I should say 
it reached Judea about thirty years ago.” 

“Well, here in Judea, they ordered all the 
Jews to go to their family homes for en- 
roliment. You know what tricks they 
play to dodge the tax. It wasn’t a bad 
idea to make that rule, because it kept 
them from shifting from town to town 
while the roll was being taken. So all the 
Jews who traced descent from David, were 
crowded into Bethlehem. You can con- 
ceive how many that was, for if they 
have a great-aunt that’s second cousin to 
a person of royal blood, they call them- 
selves sons of David. Rachel said the 
throng was tremendous. Of course, the 
first-comers took all the room at the inn, 
and in such private houses as could receive 
guests. The late ones had to camp in the 
innyard or on the hills outside the town. 
Some few were put in the stables with 
the cattle. 

“In the course of the night, Rachel’s 
master sent her to attend a woman who 
was taken with labor-pains in the stable. 
Rachel said she was a pretty girl, and very 
young. Her husband was a grave, elderly 
man. Rachel helped the girl through her 
trial, washed the baby and rubbed Him 
with salt, as the custom is. Then she 
swaddled Him—you’ve seen how they bun- 
dle up their babies—and made Him a nest 
of soft hay in the manger. 

“Now that would be just a pathetic 
little story, except for what came next. 
It was after midnight when Rachel left 


14 REFORMED 


CHURGH 


MESSENGER 


DECEMBER 22, 1932 


the stable, and started to cross the court- 
yard. She happened to look back, and 
was dumbfounded at what she saw. Just 
over the stable, hung a star such as she 
had never seen before. As she described it, 
it was like a great ball of fire. She looked 
at it for a long time, then she went to 
rouse her master. As she passed the great 
gate of the inn, she heard whispers out- 
side. She opened the postern gate, as 
quietly as she could, thinking of robbers; 
but, instead, she found a group of shep- 
herds from the hills, huddled together, and 
pointing to the star. When they saw her, 
the leader came up to her, and, as she told 
it, he said, ‘Do you know anything about 
a new-born Child, swaddled and lying in a 
manger?? Well you can imagine what 
Rachel felt like! The shepherds told her 
a remarkable story—although she believed 
it whole—about seeing a vision of shining 
angels in the sky, who told them that 
Messiah was born in Bethlehem, and they 
would find Him wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger. 

“Rachel let them in and took them to 
the stable. Some of the sleeping guests 
in the courtyard woke, and getting wind 
of what was going on followed them. When 
they entered the stable, the shepherds fell 
on their knees and Rachel did the same. 
She swore that a supernatural light shone 
from the manger where the Baby slept, and 
the thing that impressed her most, was 
that the young mother seemed to take it 
all as no more than the baby’s due. 

“Her master was furious with her for 
letting the shepherds in, and sold her the 
next day into a passing slave train, so 
she heard no more of her wonder Child, 
but she always thought she had helped at 
the birth of her country’s Saviour. The 
star, she said, shone every night for some 
twelve nights, and then died away. She 
watched it as the slave train went to the 
sea.” 

“T remember people talking about a 
great star when I was a little boy,” cor- 
roborated Marcus. “The astrologers seem 
to have differed about its meaning. Your 
Rachel’s story might hang on to an ugly 
tale I heard about Herod the Great—the 
father of this pig-eyed jackal we have to 
deal with now. It seems he got hold of a 
rumor that a new king of the Jews was 
born in Bethlehem. He sent spies to find 
out where He was, but somehow or other 
they failed—I pity them! Then the old 
chap conceived the brilliant idea of killing 
all the babies under two years old in Beth- 
lehem. Did it, too! They’re a bloody lot, 
these Herods. Like as not, that finished 
Rachel’s Messiah.” 

“Tf it didn’t,” said Tertia, “it’s about 
time He was putting in an appearance.” 

(To be Continued) 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


A CHRISTMAS BEATITUDE 


Text, Acts 20:35, “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” 


This is one of the beatitudes of Jesus 
not recorded in the gospels. We are great- 
ly indebted to St. Paul for preserving this 
gem which is found at the close of his 
address to the elders of the Church at 
Ephesus. And we are also grateful to St. 
Luke for recording it in his book, the Acts, 

The word “blessed” is what makes it a 
beatitude, which comes from the Latin 
“heatus,” blessed, or happy. We might call 
it a comparative beatitude, because we find 
in it the combination, “more blessed.” But 
I call it a Christmas beatitude, because it 
contains the verbs “to give” and “to re- 
ceive,’ which are two great Christmas ex- 
pressions. 

I suppose everybody that is able to do 
so is planning to give something to some 
one on Christmas. , And practically every- 
body is expecting to receive something on 
Christmas.--Some of the gifts, I am sure, 


will have to be small and cheap because 
of the scarcity of work and of money. But 
the value of a gift does not always depend 
upon its cost, but rather upon the person 
by whom it is given and the spirit in which 
it is given. 

It is the love of the giver than gives its 
chief value to the gift. In the Golden 
Text of the Bible we are told, “For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on 
him should not perish, but have eternal 
life.” That was the greatest Gift the world 
ever received, or that any one can ever 
receive, and it was prompted by love. If 
it had not been for that Gift there would 
be no Christmas and no Christmas gifts. 

There are some persons who do not seem 
to understand this Christmas beatitude, 
therefore it is hard for them to believe 
that it is more blessed to give than to 
receive. But with a little serious thought 
it can be explained very easily. 

At this season a great many Christmas 
seals are used on letters and parcels. And 
that is a form of giving that is worth 
while. Although one cent seems a small 
amount to pay for such a seal, yet when 
we think of the millions and millions of 
these seals used throughout the country we 
see that it means a great deal. 


We all know that the proceeds of the 
sale of these seals will be used for the 
benefit of the many victims of that dread- 
ed disease, tuberculosis, or “the white 
plague” as it is often called. Every one of 
these seals that you use during the Christ- 
mas season will be a help in bringing relief 
to one of these afflicted ones. Now let us 
apply the words of one text. It is more 
blessed to be well and strong and healthy 
and to give toward the relief of the vie- 
tims of this dreaded disease than to be a 
sufferer from tuberculosis and to receive 
help from those who are charitably in- 
clined. 

At the Christmas services of Sunday- 
schools and. Churches the offerings are 
given in many instances to the Orphans’ 
Hlomes of the Church. We all know that 
these institutions have a hard struggle at 
this time and need help more than ever 
before. Now, it is more blessed to have 
your parents and to live in a happy home 
where you enjoy many of the comforts of 
life and to be able to give some gift to the 
orphans than it is to be an orphan, to be 
deprived of your parents and your home, 
and to depend upon what you may receive 
from the generosity of others. 

This text may be applied to many other 
circumstances and misfortunes with equal 
force, but these two illustrations will suf- 
fice to bring home to you the meaning and 
the truth of this beatitude. 

A beautiful story comes to us from across 
the waters which shows what the spirit of 
this beatitude will help one to do. I may 
have told you this story before, but it is 
so good that it will bear frequent repeti- 
tion. 

It is said the Princess Eugenia of Swe- 
den spent her summers on the island of 
Gothland, where she spent a great deal 
of her time visiting among the poor, While 
doing this she became interested in a num- 
ber of poor women who were suffering 
from complaints which could not be cured. 
After a while she thought how nice it 
would be to have a hospital home for these 
poor women, She was already helping so 
many people that all the money she could 
spare from her income was spent, and it 
would take a great deal of money for a 
hospital. At last she made up her mind 
to sell her diamonds and to use the money 
to build a hospital. She received many 
thousands if dollars for them, and soon the 
hospital was built and filled with poor sick 
women. One day, as she visited the hos- 
pital, she came to the bed of a poor old 
woman who was ready to die. She said to 
the princess, “I thank God that the blood 
of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth from 
all sin—and that He has cleansed mine.” 
As she said this the tears were running 
fast down her cheeks, They were tears of 
gladness, which told of the thankfulness 


_ own 


she felt to Jesus for His love. The prin- 
cess said afterwards, “In those tears I saw 
my diamonds again.” And she believed 
with all her heart the words of Jesus: “It 
is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

St. Luke quotes another saying of Jesus 
which bears on Christmas giving. It is 
found in the sixth chapter of his gospel. 
In the King James’ Version it reads as 
follows: “Do good, and lend, hoping for 
nothing again,’ or, as Dr. James Moffatt 
translates it: “You must lend to them with- 
out expecting any return.” If you lend 
without expecting any return, it is the 
same as giving. In fact, giving to the 
needy is like lending to the Lord, who will 
always pay back with good interest, so the 
book of Proverbs tells us. 

Much of so-called Christmas giving is 
only exchanging of gifts. Many persons 
regulate the price of a Christmas gift by 
what they expect to receive in return, We 
sometimes hear persons say, “She gave me 
only a box of candy last year, and I’m 
not going to spend much on her this year.” 
You can readily see that such a spirit is 
entirely contrary to the teaching of our 
Lord’s Christmas beatitude: “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” 

Archbishop Magee said that when he was 
a boy he met a ragged child begging for 
food on the street. He went to his father, 
then viear of Drogheda, and asked him to 
give the child something. Looking intent- 
ly at his son, the father said, “Indeed, 
I cannot. I have all our own poor to help, 
and I really cannot do anything for the 
lad.’ However, as the boy turned crest- 
fallen to the door, the father called after 
him, “Willie, if you would like to go with- 
out your own dinner, and to give it to the 
boy, you may; and go and ask your mother 
to find some old things to clothe him.” 
Delightedly the son carried out the sug- 
gestion. 

That was a real sacrifice, because Willie 
surely could not expect anything in return, 
That was a real application of the spirit 
of the Christmas beatitude. 

But let us not lose sight of the fact that 
this was not really given as a Christmas 
beatitude, but I have only used it as such, 


It is a beatitude that is of value and bene- ~ 


fit throughout the year and throughout life. 
Indeed, the Christmas spirit itself is to be 
practised not only at this time of the year 
but all the time. Christ is an eternal gift 
and the spirit of Christmas is to be a 
perpetual spirit. 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


THE TABU ON RODNEY 
Janet T. Van Osdel 4 
Mr. and Mrs. Melton were forced to ae- 
cept the knowledge that their small son 
Rodney, was not popular with the boys of 
his own age. 
it. Their child to be the most unpopular 
boy on the block! They recalled their 
childhood. Both came from big 
families and poor families, with never any 
expensive toys and most of their fun in- 
vented by themselves, yet they had the 
pick of their block for playmates and were 
always in the front ranks of any affair that 
was stirring among the neighborhood 
youngsters, 


“With Rodney the only child and your 


big salary and this lovely home, he has 
simply everything, and yet the boys he 
wants to play with won’t have a thing to 


do with him, so he is forced to play with 


girls and babies. The boys call him Si 
Roddy. ,Think of our son being ¢a 
‘Sissy’!” grieved Mary Melton. 

“Rodney isn’t a sissy,” comforted T 
Melton. * “He is a good scout, as T hap) 
to know—a real boy.” the 

“T suppose the reason they call hi ; 
is because he plays with the 
babies, but what is back of th 


They could not understand 
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is he forced to play with or have no com- 
panionship?” 

“We'll get him that bicycle he’s so keen 
about,” said Mr. Melton. “D’ve got my eye 
on one that’s a regular whiz! It will beat 
anything that any other boy on this street 
has or ever will have. Maybe that will 
make up for some things he’s being left 
out of, and maybe it will help to get him 
in.’ 

It was the bicycle that opened Mary 
Melton’s eyes. She was on the sereened 
porch of their house which was only about 
thirty feet from the public sidewalk. Rod- 
ney, for the benefit of his mother, was on 
his new bicycle, cireling in front of the 
house. A little to one side on the parkway 
were seated several of the boys who refus- 
ed to chum with Rodney. 

“Hverything that anyone else gets Rod- 
ney Melton gets a better one so’s to show 
off! Look at him now!” said Robert. 

“Jimmy and Chuck got good bicycles 
and then Rodney had to go and get one 
like this. Jimmy’s and Chuck’s are just as 
good I guess even if they didn’t cost so 
much money. Anyhow they’re good 
enough!” contributed George. 

“Like when I got my cap and jacket,” 
chimed in Brud. “My ma was buying my 
cap and jacket from a counter for six dol- 
lars, the two of them, and Rodney and his 
mother came in, and they went right on 
past us to where they had caps and jackets 
for fifteen dollars, the two of them, and 
Rodney’s ma got them for him!” 

“And whenever any boy on this street 
gets anything, I don’t care what it is, then 
Rodney’s father and mother— 

The voice died away for Mary Melton. 
She had gone into the house. 

“So that’s it!” she said. “Tere’s some- 
thing we'll have to think about. What has 
been has been, but we'll see how we can 
better things from now on.” 


Justice for Little People 


“T should like to call the attention of 
parents to the fact that their children who 
are between four and six years of age are 
all entitled to the advantages and happy 
experiences of kindergarten training of 
which 4,000,000 of them are now being 
deprived.”,—P. P. Claxton, Ex-Commis- 
sioner of Education of the United States. 

If there is no kindergarten in your 
school, write to the National Kindergarten 
Association, 8 West 40th Street, New York 
City, for information about securing one. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWER TO—HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE 
IN RHYME, No. 28 


THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM 


MAKE 7 WORDS OUT OF 21—No. 6 


1. Tab 8. son 15. able 
2. Re 9, den 16. ment 
3. Sup 1000) 17. some 
4. Man 11. test 18. late 
5. Con 12. port 19. age 
6. Bur 13. mark 20. ed 
iy ober 14. age 21, ant 
A. M. 8S. 


WIDOW’S LAMENT 


“Don’t talk to me about lawyers, my 
dear. I’ve had so much trouble over the 
property that I sometimes wish my husband 
hadn’t died!”—Sydney Bulletin. 


NO LAW, NO VIOLATOR 


“Papa, what is a Prohibitionist?” 

“A person who tries to make people drink 
more whisky.” 

“How do Prohibitionists make men drink 
more whiskey ?” 

“By passing a senseless law against 
making and selling intoxicating drinks.” 

“How does this law lead men to drink?” 
“Because they will not obey it, my son.” 
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“Ts it good to drink intoxicating drinks, 
papa?” 

“No, my son. 
drink them.” 

“What do men make them for?” 

“Well, chiefly for drinking.” 

“Tf it is bad to drink them, is it right 
to make them?” 

“My son, you do not understand these 
things.” 

“No, I do not. But would not good peo- 
ple obey the law?” 

“Oh, yes; but there 
people.” 

“Do bad people obey the law?” 

“Well, no; ’m afraid not willingly.” 

“Ts there a law against stealing?” 

“Certainly, my son.” 

“Does it make men steal?” 

“My son, I think it is time for you to go 
to bed.”—Kansas Methodist. 


I hope you will never 


are many bad 


Teacher: “Always be manly and self- 
reliant, boys. When you start anything, 
always finish it. Willie, have you ever 


started anything you couldn’t finish ?” 
“Yes, sir—spinach.” 
Christian Science Monitor. 


Willie: 


The Family Altar 


By A. W. Krampe, D.D. 


HELP FOR THE WEEK DEC. 26-JAN. 1 


Memory Verse: Make ye ready the way 
of the Lord, make His paths straight. 
Mark 1:3. 


Memory Hymn: “My Jesus, I Love 
Thee.” 

Theme; Jolin Prepares the Way for 
Jesus. 


Monday—John Announces Jesus 
Mark 1:1-11 

For the next six months we shall study 
the Life of Christ according to the Gospel 
of St. Mark. Mark is generally considered 
to be the Earliest Gospel and our medita- 
tions will help us to appreciate the simple, 
straightforward story of Jesus, the Son of 
God. We shall see, as we proceed, that our 
author selects some of the simplest and 
most direct sayings and doings of Jesus in 
order to give us a vivid picture of the 
Master. Thus he begins his Gospel with 
John the Baptist, the forerunner and way- 
preparer of Jesus. In the person and min- 
istry of John, Mark sees a fulfillment of 
the prophecy of Isaiah. This rugged man 
of the wilderness was a true prophet of 
God, who called the people to repentance. 
Thus the purpose of his ministry, as he 
himself conceived of it, was to prepare the 
way for the “Greater One.” 

Prayer: Dear Master, we have celebrat- 
ed with all Thy people everywhere, Thy 
coming into the world. We are again to 
study the meaning of Thy life, Thy words 
and deeds. Give us open minds and en- 
lightened eyes of our hearts and under- 
standing to grow according to the inner 
man, Amen, 


Tuesday—John’s Preaching 
Luke 8:7-17 


The preaching of John marked the be- 
ginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In 
John there seemed to be a revival of the 
old prophetic order. He was unassuming, 
but fearless and intensely in earnest. He 
was a man with a message and this gained 
for him a hearing. Multitudes were attract- 


THE PASTOR SAYS: 


Those who are always just “get- 
ting by” do not stay long on any 
one job. 


—Now and Then. 
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MRS. CHAIRMAN! 


Would you like to make money for your 
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SCOTT DRUG COMPANY 
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(13 Beautiful psalms 
The Odes of Solomon’ !)°33('"y"_,Ps2ims 
courage, and exaltation, written by early Chris- 
tians, evidently of 1st century, and who were lit 
with the true CHRIST Spirit, revealing remark- 
able insight, holiness, glory, of a purified soul. 
Recently discovered and translated from the origi- 
nal tongue. Published and for sale by F. C. Douda, 
Willoughby, Ohio. Mail orders immediately filled. 
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ed and all classes (the rulers, the publi- 
cans, the soldiers) went out to see and 
hear the prophet who had so suddenly ap- 
peared. His message to each one of these 
groups was direct, positive, heart-search- 
ing. The things that John considered im- 


portant and put into the forefront, were 
repentance, humility, fairness, kindness, 


faith, heart religion—not a mere formalism 
such as was practiced by the Pharisees. 
No wonder his preaching stirred the peo- 
ple and produced a religious awakening. 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, we thank 
Thee for men like John the Baptist, who, 
because they have surrendered themselves 
absolutely to Thee, proclaim the truth fear- 
lessly. Give unto Thy Church more men 
like John, and may we, Thy people, be will- 
ing to heed their call to repentance. Amen, 


Wednesday—John’s Testimony to Jesus 
John 1:25-36 


We have in our lesson an account of the 
interview of John the Baptist with the 
priests, who had been sent by the rulers 
in Jerusalem to question the forerunner 
concerning his work, which had made a 
great impression upon the people. He dis- 
claims his being the Messiah, or Elijah 
or the prophet, but he does claim to be a 
voice in the wilderness preparing the way 
of the Lord. In declaring this he relates 
to his interviewers how he came to recog- 
nize Jesus as the “Greater One,” the Mes- 
siah. John had seen the Spirit descending 
and abiding upon Jesus, and he was glad 
to give his word of testimony—“This is the 
Son of God.” He also calls Jesus the 
“Lamb of God.” He no doubt saw some- 
thing in Jesus which called to his mind 
the prophecy in Isaiah 53. This is a re- 
markable testimony a ee the work 
and person of Jesus. 

Prayer: 

“My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary, 
Saviour Divine: 

Now hear me while I pray, 
Take all my sins away, 

O let. me from this day, 

Be wholly Thine.” Amen. 
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Thursday—National Preparation 
Jonah 3:1-10 

The book of Jonah is a very interesting 
one. Its essential message is missionary. 
The Church has something to give to 
others, something which it dare not with- 
hold from them, without running the risk 
of losing the possession. 3ut there is 
something else in the book equally impor- 
tant. The Ninevites, although pagans, 
teach us a lesson. They have, as some one 
has said, the social mind. They stand by 
one another and act unitedly. The king 
with the people sit in sack cloth and ashes. 
All alike ery fervently to God, turn from 
their evil ways, hoping that God will for- 
give. A fast is proclaimed, which even 
includes the beasts. No doubt it was this 
thought that suggested our particular pas- 
sage for “National Preparation.” Some- 
thing similar to this might not be out of 
place for our nation. 

Prayer: Father in Heaven, impress it 
deeply upon our minds, that what was writ- 
ten is written for our sakes. We are so prone 
to forget that none of us liveth to himself. 
Help us to work together with others for 
the good of all. Amen. 


Friday—Personal Preparation 
Psalm 51:1-13 


Continuing the line of thought suggested 
in yesterday’s meditation, we are today to 
think of our individual obligation. We 
have social and individual duties, the two 
cannot well be separated, one from the 
other. As a nation we must prepare for 
coming events, but also as individuals. 
Only as the individual preparation is thor- 
ough-going will the national one be of any 
avail. Our psalm is one of the deepest 
penetential Psalms. It’s the ery of a soul 
for pardon, for cleansing. The author 
confesses his sin, deeply conscious of the 
fact that his own personal transgression 
is in the last analysis a sin against God 
and in reality the cause of his unhappiness, 
suffering and trouble. From the depths of 
his soul he cries to God for forgiveness. 
It’s a personal preparation on his part to 
get right with God. 

Prayer: 

“Take me, break me, make me, Father! 

Unto Thee I all resign! 

By Thy loving grace uphold me, 

Make me ever wholly Thine.” Amen. 

Saturday—Thoroughness in Preparation 

Luke 19:1-10 

In Zacchaeus Jesus found one of the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel and brought 
him back to the fold. The Jews looked 
upon him as a sinner, but Jesus received 
him. However, this love wrought a change 
in the life of Zacchaeus after Jesus had 
touched the soft spot in his heart. The 
change was a thoroughgoing one. That is 
the kind of preparation Jesus demands on 
our part. He cannot enter into our hearts 
unless we are willing to break with the 
sinful past, turn to Him and give Him 
absolute sway over our lives. This is the 
last day of the year and as we look back 
there are so many things that fill us with 
shame and sorrow and we cry: “Lord be 
mereiful,’ and it seems that we too hear 
the voice of Jesus saying: “Come back, I 
must enter into thy house.’ May our 
preparation be as thoroughgoing as Zac- 
chaeus’ was. 

Prayer: Father in Heaven, Thou hast 
gently led us through the year which to- 
day is coming to an end. We have not 
merited the blessings Thou hast showered 
upon us. We thank Thee and pray Thee 
to bring us ever nearer to Thee. Keep us 
and bless us, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Sunday—A Prophecy Concerning John 
Isaiah 40:1-11 


The Sunday School lesson for today 
treats of John the Baptist’s ministry. In 
our passage the prophet Isaiah has the 
forerunner speak: “Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.” The writers of the 
Gospels have applied this prophecy to John 
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Record Card. 
Personal Worker's Visiting Report Card. 
indifferent Church Member's Visiting Re- 
port Card. 
“Always Welcome” Chureh Card. 


New Church Member's Card. 


Size, 3 x 5 inches. Price, 75 cents per 100. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
IN THE UNITED STATES 


1505 RACK STREET 


$4.50. 
PASTOR’S POCKET CARD REGISTER 


Complete with 200 assorted ecards, $3.50. 
Additional cards, $1.00 a hundred. Useful 
for all denominations. Such a record en-. 
ables the pastor to have the needed infor- 
mation when he makes ealls. It consists of: 


Loose-leaf leather binder and 200 cards. 


Form A. Family information card, eom- 
municants. 


Form B. Family 
communicants. 


Form C, Visitation card for sick, invalid, 
and aged. 


Form D. Membership ecard. 


information ecard, non- 
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the Baptist, yea he himself said in answer 
to the question, “Who art thou?” “T am 
a voice.” The substance of John’s mes- 
sage to the people is expressed in this 
prophecy. It was a message of repentance, 
of humility and watchfulness. John looked 
upon himself as a herald, whose duty it 
was to announce the coming of the King, 
to arouse an interest in the people, so that 
they would prepare for His coming. John 
faithfully performed his task. 


Prayer: Heavenly Father, we would en- 
ter upon the New Year with Thee, for 
Thou hast been our help in ages past, and 
it is in Thee, that we live and move and 
have our being. Grant us grace, and wis- 
dom, and courage and patience and love. 
Keep us ever close to Thee. Unto Thy 
guidance we commit our lives. We pray 
in Jesus’ name. Amen, 


He: “You look like a sensible girl. Let's 
get married.” 

She: “Nothing doing. I’m just as sensi- 
ble as I look.”—Puppet. 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene DeChant Seltzer 


The most sacred picture in our manse 
here at 426 East Goepp Street, Bethlehem, 
is a beauteous copy, in warm, meaningful 
colors, of Hofmann’s Christ,—I am the © 
Way, the Truth, and the Life. A larger 
copy of-the picture has been in our Log 
House for years, yes, and in our Emman- 
uel’s parsonage, Hanover, and so, when I 
went into a home of my own, my home 
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missionary and I wanted a picture like it, 
to bless our manse. And so we’ve hung it 
where everyone who enters our door, may 
find it—above the fireplace in the living- 
room, The eyes of Jesus follow you, no 
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matter what part of the room you occupy, 
and they call out the best in you, and bid 
you be fine, and true, and good. Come and 
see it for yourself, and you will leave our 
manse the better for having entered it. 
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That, therefore, is my Christmas message 
to each and everyone of you—to have the 
Baby Jesus, grown to manhood, find you 
worthy—He Who is our Way, our Truth, 
our Life. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Sunday after Christmas, Jan. 1, 1933 


John Prepares the Way for Jesus 
Mark 1:1-11 


Golden Text: The voice of one crying in 
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make His paths straight. Mark 1:3. 


Lesson Outline: 1. The Man. 2. The 
Message. 3. The Ministry. 


The Improved Uniform Lessons publish- 
ed by the Committee of the International 
Council of Religious Education constitute 
a five-year cycle, from 1932 to 1936. This 
cycle includes four important and inter- 
esting topical courses, and also studies in 
each of the four Gospels. During the last 
quarter of the old year we studied one of 
the topical courses, viz., Christian Stand- 
ards of Life. We now begin the new year 
with, “The Gospel of the Son of God,” 
as reported by Mark.” For the next half 
year that great book will be our com- 
panion. 

I call it “great,” not merely because it 
is one of the four gospels, but also because 
it is the earliest of the four. Thus a 
peculiar importance belongs to this little 
book which marks the beginning of the 
gospel-making movement in the early 
Church. Later, Matthew and Luke used 
Mark’s account of the life of Jesus as the 
basis of their writings. 


The story of the Gospel of Mark is well 
known to students of the Bible. It was 
written at Rome by John Mark (Acts 12: 
12), who had been a helper of Paul and 
Barnabas on their first missionary journey. 
Later he became associated with Peter. 
Papias, writing about 125 A. D., informs 
us that, “Mark, having become the inter- 
preter of Peter, wrote down accurately 
everything that he remembered, without, 
however, recording in order what was ei- 
ther said or done by Christ. For neither 
did he hear the Lord, nor did he follow 
Him; but afterwards attended Peter, who 
adapted his instructions to the needs of 
his hearers, but had no design of giving a 
connected account of the Lord’s oracles.” 

Thus we learn that John Mark was a 
disciple of Peter and his secretary, as it 
were, who preserved Peter’s recollections 
of Jesus in the Gospel that bears his name. 

And this original source of the writing 
is clearly manifest both in its style and 
content. The narrative reflects the devoted 
spirit of Peter, and his impulsive nature. 
Luke presents Jesus as the compassionate 
helper and healer, the Saviour of mankind. 


In Matthew, Jesus is the great preacher, 


and speaker,of matchless parables and 
moving sermons. But in Mark He appears 
as the mighty doer. There Jesus is pic- 
tured as a commanding figure, filled with 
the divine Spirit which made His words 
authoritative and his deeds astonishing. 
The very first verse strikes the keynote of 
the writer’s purpose, “The beginning of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 
And on every page this mighty Son of God 
is performing deeds that show forth His 
divine authority and power. Moreover, 
the style matches the narrative. It is 
vivid and graphic, urgent and impetuous, 
like the soul of Peter. It is the realistic 
style of a fisherman rather than the smooth 
diction of a man of culture. 


This great book, then, is to be our com- 
panion during the next half year. May 
our study of it give us a clearer picture 
of Jesus and a deeper loyalty to His per- 
son and cause. The scope of Mark’s life 
of Christ is somewhat narrower than that 
of Matthew or Luke. He begins with the 
ministry of John the Baptist, omitting the 
nativity narratives. And our first study in 
Mark is the story of John the Baptist. 

I. The Man. John the Baptist was born 
shortly before Jesus. His mother, Eliza- 
beth, was related to Mary, and his father 
was a pious Israelite who believed devout- 
ly that his son was destined to prepare the 
way of the expected Messiah (Luke 1:17, 
76). John grew up in the Judean hills as 
an ascetic recluse, profoundly moved by 
the conviction that his people were not 
ready for the Messiah whose advent was 
momentarily expected. 


When he emerged from his seclusion, 
strangely garbed and fiery in speech, his 
preaching created a sensation. So deep 
was the impression he made that, after his 
death, some of the people regarded Jesus 
as a reincarnation of John’s spirit. And 
much later Paul found his disciples at 
Ephesus (Acts 18:25; 19:3). Such facts 
make it very clear that John was a great 
personality, who made a deep mark on his 
times. 

The Synoptists give us a graphic picture 
of the Baptist. Everything about him sug- 
gested the desert. His garb was strange, 
his food plain, his speech abrupt. He 
reminded the people of Elijah. And this 
resemblance went deeper than they knew, 
extending beyond the external appearance 
of the rugged wilderness prophet of the 
ninth century B. C., to his message and 
mission. Both came as heralds of a new 
era. They preached judgment on sin, and 
called the people to repentance. Thus they 
prepared the way for the greater prophets 
who succeeded them. 

This, indeed, constitutes the peculiar 
greatness of the Baptist. After long ages, 
during which the prophetic voice was 
hushed and silent in Israel, he again sum- 
moned the people to a religion that was 
real, and, therefore, costly. The ascetic 
recluse had not been taught in the syna- 
gogue by scribes. His pious mother had 
taught him to know and fear the God of 
Israel. His priestly father had trained 
him to understand the noblest religious 
beliefs and aspirations of his people. 

His scorching sermons tell us how he 
rated the hollow religious pretence of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, who tithed mint and 
neglected mercy. Nor did he share the 
current Messianic expectations. The peo- 
ple expected a political Messiah, who 
should consume the Gentiles with his wrath 
and shower material blessings upon the 
children of Abraham. But John proclaim- 
ed the coming of a Messiah who would sift 
Israel, separating the chaff from the wheat. 
His stern summons to repentance, his un- 
compromising demand of righteousness, his 
proclamation of the consuming wrath of 
God, are authentie echoes of Israel’s glori- 
ous past, when great prophets championed 
the cause of Jehovah. And we must meas- 
ure the lofty spiritual stature of the 
Baptist in the light of the fact that for 
ages no voice like his had been heard in 
Israel, and that, among his contemporaries, 
he had no parallel save the One who was 
his greater successor. 


The modern preacher may discard the 
garb and diet of Joln, and all his super- 
ficial oddities. But he needs a full meas- 
ure of his spiritual insight that discrimi- 
nates between truth and tradition, between 
a religion that is real and its sham counter- 
feit. He needs a moral passion like John’s, 
that grips the conscience of men, and a 
courage that calls the mighty to repent- 
ance. He needs John’s humble self-efface- 
ment before Him whose part he was help- 
ing to make straight. And we do well to 
remember that the Baptist acquired his 
greatness of soul, not in schools or cities, 
but in the barren uplands of Judah, where 
his only teachers were pious parents, great 
prophets of the past, and God. 

II, The Message. We must consult Luke 
and Matthew to learn the full tenor of 
John’s startling message. Denunciation, 
exhortation, and threats mingle their notes 
in his sermons. He rebuked the Pharisees 
and Sadducees as “the offspring of vipers”; 
he demanded scrupulous righteousness of 
all men; and he enforced rebuke and de- 
mand by the menace of the near approach 
of the Kingdom of God, with its hewing, 
sifting, burning judgments. 

Certainly, that was not the good news 
proclaimed by Jesus. It fell far short of 
the grace and truth that flowed from His 
benign lips. John quite understood the 
thunder of Sinai, but he did not fathom 
the love of Calvary. His coming Messiah 
was a smiter, rather than a healer. And 
the least among the children of the King- 
dom is greater than John, for he knows 
that God sent His Son, not with an axe, 
but with the glad tidings of an immeasur- 
able love. 

Nevertheless, John was a preacher of 
truth. His sermons contain notes of 
eternal truth and of peculiar timeliness. 

Note his accent of authority. He knew 
the fountain of spiritual truth outside and 
above him. His message was not his own. 
He did not get it from men. God had 
stamped it upon his soul, and he was mere- 
ly the voice crying it into the wilderness 
of life. Men are still eagerly listening 
for that note of spiritual and moral au- 
thority in our preaching. Especially so in 
these disrupted and distracted times. That 
alone makes preaching real and carries 
conviction to searching hearts. — 

Note also his emphasis in repentance and 
righteousness. Not the spurious repentance 
of tears and lamentations—there is much 
of that just now, but a genuine change of 
mind and heart that finds expression in 
ceasing to do evil and in learning to do 
well. The Baptist spared neither high nor 
low. He had no sentimental sympathy for 
sinners of low degree, and he poured his 
scornful condemnation upon “the privileged 
class,” whose religion was mere mockery 
of God. 

Like John, every true disciple of Jesus 
proclaims the coming of God’s Kingdom 
and prepares the way of the Lord. We 
have caught glimpses of the glory of this 
ever-coming kingdom which were hidden 
from the Baptist. But its full realization 
belongs to the future, yea to a future life. 
Some may doubt its full and final coming. 
Others fear it. But the servants of the 
Master seek patiently to make straight the 
crooked paths of sin, to lower the moun- 
tainous iniquity of the world, to fill its 
abysses of suffering and sorrow with love 
and hope, “till He come.” 

Ill. The Ministry. The preaching of 
John caused a profound sensation. Crowds 
flocked to hear him, and many were con- 
verted. Apparently the news of this great 
revival reached Jesus in Nazareth. We 
can readily understand that this greatest 
religious movement of the time arrested 
His attention, and enlisted His eager sym- 
pathy and support. Accordingly He went 
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to the Jordan to observe the work of John, 


and, possibly, to identify Himself with ite 

There the event took place that forms 
the closing part of our lesson (1:7-11). 
Two things stand out in the narrative. 


John’s intuitive recognition of Jesus’ great- 


ness, and Jesus’ humble acceptance of 
John’s tribute to His supremacy in the 
realm of the spirit. Both knew their true 
worth and place in the kingdom. The her- 


ald recognized his Master, though, later, 
his clear spiritual vision seems to have 
been clouded temporarily. And Jesus deep- 
ly appreciated the ministry of His great 
forerunner (Matthew 11:2-11). 

Much has been said and written about 
the baptism of Jesus. What did it mean? 
If we are to regard His humanity as real, 
and His spiritual growth as normal, the 
answer seems unmistakably clear, Jesus’ 
baptism was His public self-consecration to 
the Kingdom of God, whose speedy coming 
John proclaimed. It was His solemn public 
pledge that He was making the will of 
God His meat and drink. It was His self- 
dedication to a redemptive ministry of 
love. 

Thus, formally, the baptism of Jesus was 
like that of the multitude whom John led 
into the cleansing water of the Jordan. 
It differed from all the others only as He 
differed from them. It was unique be- 
cause He was unique. He alone was God’s 
well-beloved Son, whose spirit was one 
with the Father in the purposes of His 
holy love. And it was this majestic spirit 
that dedicated Himself solemnly to God 
and man in the public act of baptism. 

But who of us can fully fathom this soli- 
tary soul of Jesus and say just what this 
act meant to Him? That it bore a solemn 
significance appears from the last two 
verses of our lesson, which record God’s 
acclaim of His baptism (vs. 10, 11). It 
suggests a profound and decisive spiritual 
experience. It may well be that it mark- 
ed the dawn of Jesus’ Messianic conscious- 
ness, and the Divine call to His mission. 
In any case, the event did mark the end of 
Jesus’ private life, and the beginning of 
His public career. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Jan. 1: New Year’s. Facing Life 
Gallantly. I Cor. 16:13, 14 

A happy New Year to all our young peo- 
ple! And this is not a mere perfunctory 
word. May the New Year be better than 
the past. May it bring us all relief from 
the pressure under which we have been liv- 
ing and restore to us more prosperous days. 
The past three years have been full of 
anxiety and disappointment for many peo- 
ple. The present depression is by far the 
worst which this generation at least has 
ever experienced. With many millions of 
people out of employment, with fortunes 
gone, with starvation and cold staring 
many in the face, with no prospects for im- 
mediate relief, stout hearts are trembling 
and fear possesses men’s souls. With many 
of our cherished ideals blasted, with our 
moral standards lowered, with grave prob- 
lems on the horizon of our national and 
international life, we start the New Year 
with some misgiving. Therefore, to wish 
one another “a happy New Year” means 
much more at this time than it may have 
meant when times and conditions were 
more prosperous and more favorable. 

Our topic, “Facing Life Gallantly,” comes 
to us as a word in good season. Not all 
folks have been able to face life bravely 
and triumphantly. Many are smitten with 
despair and the spirit of defeatism has 
brought them low. People are harassed by 
fear and by a sense of insecurity which is 
reducing the morale of many. And yet 
Christ bids us to be of good cheer. There 
is nothing in the New Testament that is 
quite so remarkable as the manner in 
which those early followers of Christ faced 
the conditions of their day. They, too, had 
come upon evil days. Their country had 
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HE 1933 Scripture Text Calendar now embodies a special new 
feature making it the most practical and inspirational calendar 
on the market.—a definite need in every home. 


The fifty-two beautiful Biblical 


illustrations are alone worth more 


than the price asked for the complete calendar. A home is not com- 
plete without a Messenger Scripture Text Calendar. 


Now! 


the Sunday 


52 Beautiful Biblical Paintings Illustrating 


School Lesson for each Sunday 


Educators today advocate visual education as a help for children. 
The Messenger Corporation, always on the alert to make their 
Scripture Text Calendar the most complete and educational on the 
market, have included in this 1933 edition, a beautifully illustrated 
Biblical Picture for each Sunday School Lesson. 

This is of untold value to the child in helping him to better under- 


stand the lesson. It shows at a 


glance the setting of the story, the 


characters, and the action. Every Sunday School teacher should 
have a Scripture Text Calendar when teaching the lesson. 


Special Features 

Inspiring Daily Scripture quota- 
tions. 

52 beautiful Biblical Paintings 
illustrating the Sunday School 
Lesson for each Sunday. 

Home Daily Bible Readings on the 
International Sunday School 
Lessons. 

Schedule showing how to read the 
Bible through in one year. 

Golden Text for Sunday School 
Lessons given on each preced- 
ing Saturday for the entire year. 

Sunday School Lessons and Devo- 
tional Readings for each Sun- 
day. 

Flowers and Birthstones of the 
months. 

Preceding and following month 
date pads and other fine fea- 
tures. 

Phases of the moon illustrated. 

Fourteen pages—9 14x15 %, inches 
—of usefulness and beauty. 


Special Prices to 
Churches and Agents 


Quantity Cost Sellfor Profit 

100 calendars $17.00 $30.00 $13.00 
200 calendars 32.00 60.00 28.00 
250 calendars 40.00 75.00 35.00 
300 calendars 45.00 90.00 45.00 


Single copy......$0.30 
4 copies .....2. uaa 


12 copies ....... ae 
25 COpieS .....» «0. enenan 
50 copies ®euaee .. 9.00 
All prices slightly higher in Canada. 


The regular Advertised Sell- 
ing Price is 30e. 


poo 7-7 ------- MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY----- ------— 


Scripture Text Calendars for 


Church Officers’ Signatures { 


tance in the sum of $..... 


30 days will be allowed for payment to Churches when signed by Pastor 
and responsible Church or Society Officer. 


Gentlemen: Kindly ship at Ome eccccecccccconerceceseesecmeeeee Messenger 


1933. Enclosed please find remit- 
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become the subject of a foreign nation. 
They were reduced to abject poverty. They 
were persecuted and hated, and some of 
them were put to death. But they faced 
life gallantly, even gloried in their suf- 


ferings. Not once do we read that they 
whimpered or whined. They “marched 
breast forward, never doubting clouds 


would break.” They were sustained by 
an unfaltering faith and supported by a 
never dying hope. They were optimists, 
not pessimists. They have set usa glorious 
example of how to face untoward condi- 
tions in life, 

When one tries to discover the secret of 
their joy and courage it is not hard to find. 
Their Lord and Master had taught them 
the real meaning of life. They found life’s 
true meaning not in outward circumstances 
and conditions, but in an inner state of the 
soul, The reason why so many people to- 
day are sad and discouraged is because 
their fortunes have vanished and their 
temporal affairs have changed. To be sure 
this is sad enough, but it is not sufficient 
cause to despair. The best things in life 
still remain. Some things cannot be 
shaken. They have eternal value. If we 
set our hearts upon these abiding realities 
be may take fresh courage on our way in 

e. 

Now, there are several attitudes which 
we may take towards life when it becomes 
hard and heavy. One is, to flee from such 
conditions. The Psalmist once exclaimed, 
“Oh that I had the wings of a dove that 
I might fly away and be at rest!” But 
that was not the highest aspiration of his 
soul. After all, it seems cowardly to run 
away from a difficult situation. There are 
some folks who commit suicide in order to 
escape the unfavorable conditions which 
surround them. But they are simply shift- 
ing the burden of responsibility upon others 
who may in no sense be responsible for the 
same. That is a very small and cowardly 
thing to do. 

Another attitude is that of the stoic. 
The stoic grits his teeth and calmly en- 
dures. He makes the best of a bad situa- 
tion. He sheds no tears and asks for no 
sympathy and does not resort to self-pity. 
There is much that might be said for the 
stoic, but he lacks one great element. He 
lacks the Christian motive. He may have 
courage, but it is not shot through with 
joy and hope. He faces life resolutely, 
but not gallantly. He is brave but not 
gentle. 

The third attitude is that of the Chris- 
tian. He faces life heroically and trium- 
phantly. He, like Moses, “endures as see- 
ing Him who is invisible.” 


“What if you’re done to the death, what 
then? 
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If you’ve done the best that you could, 

If you played your part in the world of 
men, 

The great Critic will call it good. 

Death comes with a crawl or comes with 
a pounce, 

His step may be slow or spry, 

It’s not the fact that you’re dead that 
counts, 

It’s only, how did you die?” 


The New Year happily draws a veil over 
the days and months that lie ahead. We 
know not what may be in store for us. 
But whatever comes we must face it gal- 
lantly. If sorrow tracks our path we must 
find our comfort, our strength in those 
eternal realities which never die. If re- 
verses come to us, We must not despair; we 
must keep our heads up and our hearts 
high. If difficult tasks await to be done 
we must not ask for lesser tasks but for 
greater strength to do them. Whatever 
may betide we must not despair but brave- 
ly go on. If death itself should overtake 
us we must face it calmly and believe that 
behind the clouds the sun still shines and 
beyond the shadow there is the light that 
never fails. 


Now this is what the Christian religion 
does to men if they truly live in its spirit: 
it helps them to live triumphantly. When 
others whimper and complain, when they 
scorn their very existence, the Christian 
will go singing on his way. He will rejoice 
and be glad. He will face life gallantly. 
His trust is stayed on One who has never 
failed and he knows that “all things must 
work together for good to them that love 
God.” With unfaltering step then let us 
march out through the portal of the New 
Year and go down its winding paths, for 
an unseen Pilgrim will join us on our way 
and lead us to our journey’s end. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 


Yes, our 246 children of the Bethany 
Family are looking forward to enjoying 
the Christmas Festival together—the larg- 
est number in our history. 

Thirty-two of these children came to the 
Home since July 1, 1932. (Two admitted 
children were withdrawn.) There are a 
number of others knocking for admission 
and will receive consideration at the 
quarterly meeting of the board of man- 
agers on Jan. 5, 1933. 

The Reed Cottage will probably be un- 
der quarantine with chicken pox on Christ- 
mas Day. 

We now have 24 children under 5 years 
of age. Many orphans’ homes do not re- 
ceive this class of children. 


MESSENGER 19 


Our contributions decreased 18% or $6,- 
400. We are wondering what the response 
will be this year, with additional children 
and additional employees. 

The Bethany Family unites in wishing 
all their friends a Merry Christmas. 


THE JAPAN NATIONAL CHRISTIAN 
COUNCIL 


The annual meeting of the Japan Chris- 
tian Council, held on Armistice Day, is just 
over. Just ten years ago a visit of Dr. 
John R. Mott to all the important mission 
fields of the world resulted in the organiza- 
tion in each of them of a national Chris- 
tian Council. Thus there are, besides the 
Japan Council, the China Christian Council, 
the National Christian Council of India, 
Burma and Ceylon, the Council for West- 
ern Asia and Northern Africa, and a num- 
ber of others. These national organizations 
are intended to focus in one central body 
all the Protestant Christian forces of any 
one country or region. Thus the Japan 
council consists of about eighty delegates, 
representing all the Protestant denomina- 
tions, all the mission bodies, the Y. M. C. 
A., the Y. W. C. A., the National Sunday 
School Association, the American Bible 
Society, and a number of other organiza- 
tions. The bishop of the Greek Catholic 
Church also usually attends the annual 
meetings. 

These national organizations of the 
various mission fields, together with the 
Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America, the Conference of Missionary So- 
cieties in Great Britain and Ireland, and 
a number of continental missionary organi- 
zations, head up in the International Mis- 
sionary Council, which meets every three 
years, and this year met in the Moravian 
town of Herrnhut, Germany, the birth- 
place of modern missions two hundred 
years ago. 


This year’s regular meeting of the Ja- 
pan Council was preceded by a two days’ 
conference of the regular Council delegates 
and the chairmen of all the district com- 
mittees of the Kingdom of God Movement, 
which comes to an end this year. At this 
conference problems of present social con- 
ditions, thought tendencies, and problems 
of public morals and international peace 
were freely and courageously discussed; 
also matters pertaining to the fuller de- 
velopment of the Church, promotion of 
Church union, aggressive evangelism and 
national regeneration were considered. In 
conclusion it was unanimously decided to 
add two more years to the term of the 
Kingdom of God Movement, making a total 
of five years. 


At the regular meeting of the Council 
itself efforts looking toward closer union 
between the Churches engaged much atten- 
tion. It was decided to urge the leading 
denominations to hold their annual assem- 
blies as far as possible in the same cities 
on the same dates, so that there may be 
opportunity for joint meetings for wor- 
ship, prayer, and fellowship. Action giv- 
ing expression to the Council’s stand in 
favor of international peace; action per- 
taining to Christian education; and action 
looking to some form of recognition of the 
long-continued services of the missionaries, 
were some of the other items. At eleven 
o’clock the Council paused for twenty min- 
utes to engage in brief devotion in com- 
memoration of Armistice Day and for 
permanent peace. 


But more impressive than the actions 
taken was the spirit of the gathering. The 
Japanese side of the Council was of course 
dominant. The missionaries were a small 
minority. But they were an appreciated 
and esteemed minority. All were just 
Christian brethren together. The consci- 
ousness of nationality was in the back- 
ground. And among all the delegates, re- 
gardless of differences of race, denomination 
or position there was such a spirit of ten- 
der brotherliness and love as could scarce- 
ly be exceeded anywhere. It was a group 
of able men and women with a virile faith, 
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and full of energy and zeal for the growth 
of the Church and the extension of the 
Kingdom of Christ. 

But what, it may be asked, is the atti- 
tude of these Christian leaders toward the 
present political problems of the Far East? 
In brief, it is the attitude that sincere 
Christians of any country would take. They 
are up against realities, and also they know 
the merits of the situation more intimately 
than people of Western lands, and so their 
attitude in the conerete may be different 
from what others might think that it ought 
to be. But their eyes are open to the 
great issue. They know that it is Christ 
and Christ alone that can bring healing to 


CHURCH 
the world. During the armistice devo- 
tional period the bishop of the Japan 


Methodist Church prayed with impassioned 
agony for the triumph of Christ’s King- 
dom as the only power that can bring 
peace into the world. One of the most 
beautiful incidents of the meeting was the 
hearty welcome extended to three Chinese 
visitors to the meeting, one a fraternal 
delegate from the China National Chris- 
tian Council, the other two passing through 
Tokyo on their way back to China. The 
genuineness and depth of the realization of 
Christianity in the lives of these people of 
the Orient is profoundly reassuring. 
D. B. Schneder. 


oS. CS 0 SS S50 S60 S50 SG 


NEWS OF THE WEEK 


Mrs. 


Henry W. Elson 


© Cee | Oo » © « (O SSSS= | (0) SSSSSss | 0 i So) Sa )(6 | 


Italy became the first and only European 
country to pledge payment of the war 
debts instalment due on Dec. 15, when 
the Grand Council, the highest consulting 
body of Fascism, decided Dec. 6 that the 
obligation should be met punctually. 

About half of the 3,000 “national hun- 

ger marchers” that went to Washington 
on the opening of Congress were on their 
way home Dee. 6, “happy” that they had 
accomplished their mission to present an 
unemployment insurance demand to Con- 
gressional leaders, and parade about the 
city. 
Peceidont Hoover submitted to Congress 
Dec. 7 a budget of $4,218,808,344 for the 
fiscal year 1934, which he said represented 
reduction of about $830,000,000 under the 
appropriations for the current year. 

President Nicholas Murray Butler, of 
Columbia University, and Mrs. Butler have 
announced the engagement of their only 
daughter, Sarah Schuyler Butler, to Cap- 
tain Neville Lawrence, younger son of Sir 
Walter R. Lawrence, of London. 

Japan told the League of Nations Dec. 8 
that she would not give up her policy in 
Manchuria. She also indicated that the 
absence of the United States from the 
League and opinion at home made it ques- 
tionable whether it was to her interest to 
remain in that body. 

In his annual report David Burnet, Com- 
missioner of Internal Revenue, states more 
than 25 per cent of all internal revenue 
collections during the fiscal year 1932 came 
from the State of New York and North 
Carolina, the latter the centre of the cigar- 
ette industry. The report also states that 
the revenue fell 36% in 1932. The income 
taxes were off 43%. 

Condemnation of the present govern- 
mental structure of the City of New York 
and a recommendation that legislation be 
adopted looking to a new plan for its 
administration were outstanding features 
of a message sent to the Legislature by 
Governor Roosevelt as the special session 
opened Dee. 9. 

Five regiments of cavalry were ordered 
to the State of Vera Cruz Dec. 9 to sup- 
press 15,000 armed followers of former 
Governor Adalberto J. Tejeda, accused of 
creating “anarchic” conditions. 

A sweeping government consolidation 
plan was offered by President Hoover Dec. 
9 in a message to Congress. $700,000,000 
is involved in the saving. The program 
hits 58 bureaus and ends 15 Boards. This 
plan will be effective Feb. 9 unless disap- 
proved by Congress. 

Congressional leaders of both parties 
Dec. 9 agreed upon a Christmas recess 
from Dee. 23 to Jan. 3. During the recess 
there will be conferences with President 
Hoover and President-elect Roosevelt. 


An English woman, Mrs. Owen Stolair 
O'Malley, the wife of the First Secretary 
of the Foreign Office, won the $10,000 
“Atlantic Monthly” prize under the pseu- 
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donym Ann Bridge. “Peking Picnic” is 
the name of the novel. 

Henry Kitchell Webster, 57, widely 
known novelist, died at his home in Evans- 
ton, Ill., Dec. 9. 

Professor Albert Einstein sailed from 
Bremerhaven Dec. 10, bound for California 
and later to go to the Institute of Advane- 
ed Study at Princeton, N. J. Mrs. Einstein 
accompanied him. 

A declining disease rate was shown Dee. 
10 by Surgeon General Hugh S. Cumming 
in the annual report of the Public Health 
Service. Health conditions as a whole, as 
shown by mortality rates, were said to have 
been “maintained at a very high level dur- 
ing the past two and a half years of un- 
favorable economic conditions.” 

From the time of its reorganization on 
April 1, 1931, until Noy. 1) the United 
States Employment Service has found jobs 
for 1,842,055 workers, and has co-operated 
with State and municipal employment of- 
fices in placing 1,536,539 others, a total of 
3,378,594, according to a recent statement 
of the supervising director of the service, 
John R. Alpine. 

Open warfare on all fronts against the 
employment of children under 16, especially 
during periods of industrial depression, was 
unanimously agreed upon Dee. 10 by 30 
representatives of State labor departments 
and national organizations at a conference 
in Washington called by the Children’s 
Bureau at the request of the American 
Federation of Labor. Miss Grace Abbott, 
chief of the bureau, presided. ‘ 

Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, 71-year-old 
widow of President Roosevelt, is on her 
way to Manila to visit her son, Theodore 
Roosevelt, Jr., Governor General of the 
Philippines. 

King Gustay and 11 members of the 
royal family of Sweden were present at the 
presentation in Stockholm of the Nobel 
prizes. The King presented prizes to Sir 
Charles Seott Sherrington of the Univer- 
sity of Oxford, Professor EB. D. Adrian of 
the University of Cambridge, and Dr. Iry- 
ing Langmuir of the United States. The 
prize awarded to John Galsworthy, British 
author, was received by the British Min- 
ister on account of the illness of Mr. 
Galsworthy. 

Stanislaw Patek, Poland’s envoy to 
Moscow, has been appointed Ambassador 
to Washington, 

Almost 5,000 fewer aliens applied for 
and received first citizenship papers from 
June 1, 1931, to June 30, 1932, than was 
the case in the preceding fiscal years, ac- 
cording to executive director of the Na- 
tional League for American Citizenship. 

Delegates of the 5 powers signed the 
fourfold declaration Dec. 11 at Geneva as- 
suring Germany’s return to the Disarma- 
ment Conference. This act was termed one 
of “very great importance” and the event 
was immediately celebrated at a luncheon 
given by Prime Minister MacDonald of 
Great Britain. 


Great Britain offered payment in gold on 
Dec. 15 on condition it apply in a new deal 
on debts. Secretary of State Stimson said 
that the United States would not accept 
payment on the conditions under which it 
was offered. The rejection of the British 
plan stresses the fact that only Congress 
can change the pact. 
General James G. Harbord and John W. 
Davis, in behalf of the American Founda- 
tion, made public Dec. 11 letters to the 
members of the United States Senate, urg- 
ing them to ratify the 3 pending treaties 
which would bring about the adherence 
of the United States to the World Court, 
or at least to settle the World Court issue 
on its merits, one way or another, at the 
short session of Congress. 
Miss Lydia Summers, 25, contralto, of 
New York, and Wilson Angel, 19, basso, 
of Winston-Salem, N. C., won the Atwater 
Kent Foundation prizes as the best singers 
among the 50,000 young amateurs in a 
final radio audition Dec. 11 in New York. 
They received each $5,000. The second 
best in each sex received $1,000, and the 
remaining six of the ten contestants who 
reached the finals, received $500. 
The American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers has awarded the Edison Medal 
for 1932 to Bancroft Gherardi, of New 
York, based on his work in electrical eom- 
munication. He is the chief engineer of 
the American Telephone and Telegraph Co. 
Thomas Gordon McLeod, twice Governor 
of South Carolina, died at his home in 
Columbia, S. C., Dee. 11. + 
President Hoover accepted on behalf of 
the Nation Dec. 12 the gift of Analostan 
Island, hereafter to be known as Theodore 
Roosevelt Island, as a memorial to the late 
President. The President accepted the 
deed from James R. Garfield, chairman of 
the Roosevelt Memorial Association, who 
was Secretary of the Interior in the Roose- 
velt Cabinet. ; 
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Live for Christ. “The need for 
‘Christian living was never greater than to 
day. Count on your fingers those who 
lives have exerted a powerful inte 
good in your life; then ask you 
‘Why? It is because Christ has 
first in their lives. They were the embodi 
ment of love, unselfishness, virtue and f 
—living examples, known and read ae 
The things put first in our lives deter 
our influence and power over others. 
can use an ignorant man; He ¢ 
man with neither talent nor mon 
He can’t use a man who does not put 
Master first in his life.” (Copied fro: 
Young People’s Bulletin of the Jap: 
Church in San Francisco, Calif.) : 


ee 
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T. O. Service. Not a W. M. S. 

group of thanksgiving and thanksli 
women held a T. O. Service under I 
K. Zies’ direction in Immanuel Ch 
Baltimore, Md. For the last 2 y 
ladies have enjoyed the blessing 
T. O. boxes. The offerings were ir 
$47; in ’32, $43. “With Thankful H 
program and an inspiring messag 
Mrs. Barnhart, Synodical preside: 
couraged the women to continue tl 
ward step. Dear women colabo 
Christ, looking to God with grat 
in the midst of depression will_ 
vision of greater and victorious ser 
future years in the fulfillment < 
command to save His lost sheep. 
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sis, was fittingly celebrated. 5 charter 
members are still active. Mrs. Faust, now 
in Spring Grove, organizer of the society, 
delivered the address. The spirit of fel- 
lowship was increased by guests from 
neighboring societies. Mrs. Leiphart and 
Mrs. J. R. Stein represented the Classis, 
and Miss Kerschner the Synod. 


Special Training for Rural Workers. In 
compliance with the suggestion of Dr. 
Reisner, of China, for special training for 
rural home and foreign Christian workers, 
6 weeks’ courses, beginning Jan. 3, will be 
offered in Nashville, Tenn., in Searritt, 
Vanderbilt and Peabody institutions, and 
also in the Y. M. C. A. graduate school 
there. A matriculation fee of $5 entitles 
the matriculant to one or more courses; no 
tuition fee will be charged. Dr. Mott 
heartily approves the plan. Address Scar- 
ritt College for Christian Workers, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., for a prospectus or further 
information. 


A new G. M. G. will soon be announced. 


Christmas blessings to all readers! 


A PLAN FOR EVERY DAY 


Every day you should plan, initiate, 
aspire, resolve, systematize, eliminate, con- 
centrate, persevere, work, simplify, accom- 
plish. Life is made up of work and play, 
ambition and achievement. You are re- 
sponsible for the right use of your talents. 
The days pass quickly by, and the vital 
things you wish to do should be done with 
dispatch lest procrastination rob you of 
your opportunity and rightful reward. Set 
your best powers to work to-day, that you 
may be able to say at its close that you 
have made conscious and substantial pro- 
gress toward a great ideal. There is so 
much possible to you that you cannot de- 
lay an hour without personal loss. Make 
the best of today and its opportunities. 

—Grenville Kleiser. 


MEETING OF THE FEDERAL COUNCIL 
OF THE CHURCHES 


(Continued from Page 2) 


science on some of the more acute social 
problems of the day. 
Re-emphasis on Personal Religion 

The concern for a fuller acceptance of 
Christian social responsibilities went hand 
in hand with, and was obviously rooted in, 
a controlling conviction as to the basic 
necessity of personal religion and Christian 
faith. This expressed itself most definitely 
in the attention given to evangelism. No 
meeting of the Council has ever dealt more 
trenchantly with this question. No fewer 
than five speakers addressed themselves to 
it. Pres. J. Ross Stevenson, analyzing what 
we may learn from the group known as the 
“First Century Christian Fellowship,” held 
that the emphasis on religion as personal 
relation with a supernatural God revealed 
in Jesus ‘Christ, on the sharing of Chris- 
tian experience, and on Divine guidance, 
should characterize the entire Church. Dr. 
Ivan Lee Holt insisted that there is no 
real solution of social problems without a 
far greater sense of the reality of God and 
of the working of His Spirit in the indi- 
vidual life. President Albert W. Beaven 
held that to “preach Christ” is not less but 
more imperative in the complex and baf- 
fling world in which we now live. Dr. 
Fred B. Fisher appealed for “an adequate 
Gospel for an age of confusion.” Dr. 
Robert E. Speer testified with impressive 
convincingness to the finality and univer- 
sality of Christ and His Gospel. 

The recognition of the central place of 
worship further intensified the emphasis 
on personal religion. The impressive peri- 
ods of worship led by Dr. Oscar E. Maurer, 
of New Haven, Conn., each noon-day, were 
an unforgettable embodiment of what can 
be done to cultivate an awareness of the 
presence of God. In many respects Dr. J. 
Finley Williamson’s interpretation of the 
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RE-THINKING MISSIONS 
A Laymen’s Inquiry After 100 Years 


This book contains the report of the Commission under the leader- 
ship of Dr. William Ernest Hocking, appointed by the Laymen’s 


Foreign Missions inquiry to 
recommendations concerning 
questions answered here are: 


study in the Far East and to make 
their future. 


Among the searching 


Should foreign missions be continued? 
If so, what changes in program and personnel are 


necessary ? 


Should denominational distinctions be main- 
tained either on the foreign field or at the 


home base? 


What should be the attitude of Protestant Chris- 
tianity toward non-Christian religions? 


This is unquestionably the most significant book regarding 


Missions published in this generation. 


Far-reaching changes in 


missionary program and personnel are recommended. Every per- 
son who gives to missions should read this book. The press releases 


on this report gave only excerpts. 
Read the compiete report, now available in 


from those releases. 
book form. 


Do not prejudge the findings 


The Religious Book Club Selection for November 


352 Pages - 


Indexed - 


Only $2.00 


FOR SINNERS ONLY 
By A. J. Russell 


The first complete story of the Oxford Group Movement and its 


founder, Dr. F. N. D. Buchman. 


markable thing happening in religion.”—The Christian World. 


“A remarkable book about the most re- 


“Men and 


women will be glad of this inside view of a movement with which they 
are bound. by the zeal of its adherents, to be brought into contact.”’— 


The London Times. 


Despite the acute economic depression, more than 


52,000 copies of this book were sold in England in three months! Latest 
cable report: 72,000 copies sold. A vital, deeply moving book. 


$1.50 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
1505 RACE STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


place of musi¢ in worship, illustrated by 
the singing of the young people’s choir of 
forty voices from the First Presbyterian 
Church of Indianapolis, marked the highest 
point of inspiration. “When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross” was sung with a meaning 
and a sense of reality which few had ever 
experienced in it before. 

The “Message to the Churches,” sent out 
by the Council, combined in a happy way 
the accent on personal religion and the 
passion for its effective expression in all 
social relationships. Drafted by a com- 
mittee headed by Dr. William Hiram 
Foulkes, it was permeated throughout by 
an evangelistic spirit and spiritual vision 
and at the same time fearlessly set forth 
the need for a social and economic order 
according to the mind of Christ. No one 
could listen to it and go away feeling that 
the Council is committed to a one-sided or 
unbalanced Gospel. This message the 
“Messenger” gives to its readers in full in 
this issue. 

A Demonstration of Unity 

The farewell address of Bishop McCon- 
nell as president of the Council dealt with 
the place of the Council in the movement 
for a larger Christian unity. In his in- 
cisive way he made it clear that although 
the Council does not deal direetly with 
Church union it is fostering the conditions 
of fellowship, of understanding and of co- 
operative service out of which union may 
naturally come. “If we keep going stead- 
ily in this direction,’ he said, “we shall 
eventually discover that we have union and 


do not have to create it; all that will be 
necessary will be to ratify something that 
has come into being without artificial pro- 


motion.” Dr. H. Paul Douglass brought 
the question sharply down to the issue of 
the actual policies of Churches in local 
communities. Others expanded the horizon 
of unity till nothing less than a world-wide 
fellowship in Christ seemed adequate. Dr. 
A. R. Kepler, as an ambassador from the 
Church of Christ in China, described that 
new body, made up of 16 different denomi- 
national groups, as an “adventure in 
unity.” Prof. F. Siegmund-Schultze, of 
Berlin, and Dr. Adolf Keller, of Geneva, 
gave heartening reports of the practical 
working unity of the Churches throughout 
the world that is being developed through 
the Universal Christian Council for Life 


FOR SALE 


$60,000 Five Per Cent, Thirty Year, 
First Mortgage, 

CEDAR CREST COLLEGE 
BONDS 


Due April 1, 1958, Interest Payable 
Semi-Annually. Total Issue, $525,000. 


E. Wilbur Kriebel, Treasurer 
Cedar Crest College, Allentown, Pa. 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 


and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 


Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For catalogue or information 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


address the 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The ‘“Fackenthal lLaboratories” offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
education. Write for catalog. 


HENRY HH: APPLE, DD? DLL] D5 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Sshools, The American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 


FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 


COLLEGEVILLB PENNSYLVANIA 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., UL.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


Joseph H. Apple, L.L.D, 
President 

Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 
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and Work. A splendid practical address 
on local co-operative work was made by 
Dr. Ernest N. Evans, executive secretary 
of the Indianapolis Federation of 
Churches, the host of the Council. Many 
expressions of appreciation were made of 
the brand of Hoosier hospitality dispensed 
by Dr. Evans and his co-workers. 

Of far deeper significance than the dis- 
cussion .of co-operation and unity was the 
living embodiment of unity that the Coun- 
ceil itself was. Though its members held 
different views on many points, one was 
always conscious that they possessed “the 
unity of the Spirit.” Moreover, while pre- 
serving both liberty and diversity and mak- 
ing no attempt at either control or uni- 
formity, the Council was indisputably se- 
curing the reality of genuine fellowship 
and united action. It was a visible evi- 
dence that the Churches are not at heart 
sectarian or separatist but are one in their 
devotion to a common Lord and are earn- 
estly seeking to make their spiritual one- 
ness outwardly effective in all their life 
and work. 

New President and Vice-President 

In the election of Dr. Albert W. Beaven, 
head of the Colgate-Rochester Divinity 
School and former president of the North- 
ern Baptist Convention, as President of 
the Council, there was unanimous satisfac- 
tion. Evangelical in spirit, winning in per- 
sonality, social and international in his 
outlook, he won the confidence of all. There 
was still further gratification in the elee- 
tion of Dr. Lewis Seymour Mudge, stated 
clerk and formerly moderator of the Pres- 
byterian General Assembly, as the vice- 
president of the Council. This is a new 
office created under the plan of reorganiza- 
tion. Under the leadership of Dr. Beaven 
and Dr. Mudge, the practical changes ef- 
fected in organizational structure, and the 
dynamic enthusiasm generated at Indian- 
apolis, there is a keen expectancy of a 
strong development of co-operative pro- 
grams. 

Still another advanced step was the ex- 
tending of an invitation to the United 
Chureh of Canada to enter into some form 
of co-operation with the Council, the detail- 
ed arrangement to be worked out in con- 
ference. 

The following “Message from the White 
House” was received and read to the 
Council: 


“T will be obliged if you will convey to 
the meeing in Indianapolis the assurance 
of my very high regard for the Federal 
Council and its purposes in our life. I 
especially appreciate and commend the wise 
and hearty co-operation on the part of the 
Churches in the promotion of social service, 
better relations and the creation of that 
spiritual and ethical tone so absolutely es- 
sential to our life as a people. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) Herbert Hoover.” 


The first meeting of the new Executive 
Committee of the Council, for the purpose 
of planning the organization of the Coun- 
cil and its departments during the com- 
ing biennium, is to be held in New York 
on January 27. 


NOTED SPEAKERS ADDRESS FRANK- 
LIN AND MARSHALL STUDENTS 


The students of Franklin and Marshall 
College were fortunate recently in hearing 
several inspiring speakers at college as- 
semblies. Dr. Albert W. Bevan, president 
of the Colgate-Rochester Divinity School 
and recently elected president of the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, spoke Noy. 11, Armistice Day, 
on “The Christian Ideal and American 
Citizenship.” Dr. Paul 8. Leinbach, editor- 
in-chief of the “Reformed Church Messen- 
ger” for the past 15 years, a Phi Beta 
Kappa graduate of Franklin and Marshall 
in 1895, addressed the assembly Nov. 18, 
on “The Spirit of Thanksgiving.” Cole- 
man Jennings, president of the Board of 
Associated Charities of Washington, D. C., 
spoke on “Friendship as the Goal of Life,” 
Dee. 13. 
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Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 eolleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 

Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 


Principal 
Catawba College 
An accredited college for men and wom lo- 


cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the 
professions, business life, home economics, 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern 
professional and graduate schools. 
Outstanding Features: 
High scholarship Wholesome campus life 
Minimum charges 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 
Summer Sessions: 
June 7 to July 15; July 18 to August 26 
e For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 


HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D., Litt. D. 
Salisbury, N.C. 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 


Art Department 


Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 

During the College year 1930-31 Heidelberg had 
six debates with other colleges and won four 
them; one hundred and thirty debates in twenty- 
four years—ninety-three victories and thirty-seven 
defeats. 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


Other extra-curricular events recently 
were: an address on “Civie and Municipal 
Government,” by Justice William H, Kel- 
ler, LL.D., 791, of the Pennsylvania Su- 
perior Court, Dec. 12, before the John Mar- 
shall Law Club; German readings by Miss 
Margarethe Bach of Vienna, Dee. 15 in 
Diagnothian Hall, under the auspices of the 
Schiller Verein and sponsored by the Carl 
Schurz Foundation; and technicolor mo- 
tion pictures with sound accompaniment by 


the Hershey Chocolate Company, Dee. 14. 


The Edueation Club, organized a few 
years ago has been given a new ee the 
Nathan C. Schaeffer Club, in honor of the 
late Nathan ©. Schaeffer, LL.D., ’67, fo1 
26 years State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction in Pennsylvania. 


and - 
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The Franklin and Marshall symphony 
orchestra, conducted by Prof. Frederic 8S. 
Klein, played at the presentation of “The 
Racket,” the first play of the season given 
by the Green Room Club, and continued 
its season’s schedule of performances with 
a program broadcast over WGAL Dee, 18. 
This program included a string quartette 
from Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony. 

An exhibit of Japanese colored prints 
and designs obtained through a New York 
importing company, was held under the 
auspices of the Goethean Literary Society, 
Dee. 16 and 17 in its hall, and the program 
of the Goethean Literary Society Dee. 16 
was upon Japanese art. 

Harold Miller, librarian of the Univer- 
sity College, Wellington, New Zealand, vis- 
ited the Watts dePeyster Library recently 
to observe methods used, and confer with 
H. B. Anstaett, M.S., the librarian, having 
been advised by the Carnegie Corporation 
to visit the libraries of Franklin and Mar- 
shall, Swarthmore, and Vassar in connec- 
tion with his special study of library work 
at the University of Michigan. 

The annual Christmas vesper service was 
held Dee. 18, and two organ recitals of 
Christmas music were given by Miss Edna 
J. Mentzer at chapel services. 

The football team closed a successful 
season by tying Gettysburg College 6-6, 
after having won four games and lost two. 
It defeated Moravian, Swarthmore, 
Muhlenberg, and Dickinson, and lost to 
Pennsylvania and Ursinus. The series of 
40 games with Gettysburg stands: Frank- 
lin and Marshall, 18; Gettysburg, 18; ties, 
four. 

The wrestling season started with a vic- 
tory of the Nevonian matmen over the 
Johns Hopkins team Dee. 10, 38-0. Wres- 
tling has had a remarkable record at F. 
and M. under the skillful coaching of 
Charles W. Mayser, head of the depart- 
ment of physical education, with 64 vic- 
tories, 11 defeats and 3 ties, out of 77 
contests in 10 years. Included among the 
teams defeated are, West Point, Pennsyl- 
vania, Princeton, Syracuse, Tufts, M. I. T., 
Duke, W. and L., Chicago, and Rutgers. 
Other meets scheduled for this year will 
be with C. C. N. Y., Davidson, M. I. T., 
Tufts, Ursinus, Chicago, West Point and 
Gettysburg. All but the last two will be 
held in the Biesecker Gymnasium. 


Miss Elizabeth Clarke Kieffer, assistant 
librarian of Franklin and Marshall, is the 
authoress of a story of the Holy Land now 
being published serially in the “Reformed 
Church Messenger,” entitled “Many Shall 
Come.” She has also translated Goethe’s 
lyrics into English in form and style mer- 
iting the highest praise. Miss Kieffer is 
a grand-daughter of the late Rev. J. 
Spangler Kieffer, D.D., 60, for many years 
pastor of Zion’s Reformed Church, Hagers- 
town, Md., and of the late Joseph Henry 
Dubbs, D.D., LL.D., Professor of History 
in Franklin and Marshall, 

With the slogan, “A Toy for Every Tot,” 
the students are conducting a dime drive 
to raise $100 or more for Christmas toys 
for the toyless children of Lancaster. 

The student Christian Association is 
holding a series of discussions on the 
theme, “Religion and Social Justice.” 


Robert J. Pilgram. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The Teacher’s Commentary, edited by the 
Rey. Hugh Martin. 430 pp. Price, $2.50. 
Harper & Brothers. 


Here is a monumental work in which the 
compiler was assisted, in the O. T. and 
N. T., respectively, by Profs. T. H. Robin- 
son and L. W. Grinsted. It provides a com- 
prehensive and scholarly commentary in 
compact and inexpensive form. The maps, 


diagrams, illustrations, bibliographies, 
chronological scheme and indices add much 
to its value. E. 
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The Answering Glory, by R. C. Hutchin- 
son. 303 pp. Price, $2. Farrar & Rine- 
Have, WN. he 
This ranks high among the really good 

novels of the year—a tale of heroic loyalty 

and proof that godliness and courage are 

fine themes. You must go far to find a 

story more intense. L. 


Lim Yik Choy (The Story of a Chinese Or- 
phan), by Chas. R. Shepherd. 252 pp. 
Price, $1.50. Revell, N. Y. 

This is, as its publishers state, not only 
an absorbing story, but at the same time 
an important contribution to the study of 
child psychology, juvenile delinquency, race 
prejudice and Christian Americanization. 
Read it, and you will follow Lim with 
eager interest through his adventures. We 
recommend it. BP. 


ON TOR eae 


JONATHAN SWOPE 


A community and a congregation sus- 
tained an irretrievable loss in the death of 
Jonathan Swope at the home of his son, in 
Frystown, Pa., Tuesday afternoon, Dec. 6. 
Born to Daniel and Kathryn Peiffer Swope, 
Dec. 2, 1849, he was baptized by Rev. 
Thomas H. Leinbach, Jan. 21, 1850. In 
youth he was confirmed a member of Tul- 
pehocken, Trinity, Church, by the minister 
who baptized him. Attending the public 
schools of Tulpehocken Township, Berks 
County, in his boyhood, he was diligent in 
his studies and in his duties on the farm. 
At the age of 16, he lost his father by 
death and the responsibilities of the family 
and of the farm fell upon his youthful 
shoulders. 


The death of his father did not deter 
him in his endeavors for self-improvement 
and advancement. Attending spring and 
fall terms in Keystone State Normal School 
in Kutztown, he prepared ‘himself for 
teaching. He taught 17 terms and farmed 
all the while, until he owned two farms 
near Bethel. On Dec. 12, 1875, he was 
united in marriage to Rebecca C. Behney, 
by the Rev. Dr. Chas. H. Leinbach. To 
this union two children were born, Mary 
Luella, who lived but two years, and D. 
Augustus, who survives. 

Mr. Swope was elected a Justice of the 
Peace in 1885; which office he honorably 
and helpfully filled in his community to the 
day of his death. In 1890 he opened a gen- 
eral store in Frystown which was destined 
to become one of the largest mercantile 
establishments in Berks County. For 25 
years he was the trusted president of the 
First National Bank of Fredericksburg. 

His Christian life and duties made great 
demands upon him, but he met them splen- 
didly. Many years ago he united with the 
Myerstown Reformed Church, in which he 
proved a consistent member, a faithful dea- 
con, elder and trustee in succession. He 
was president of the Board of Trustees 
for a long time and president of the Board 
of Control of the Cemetery Endowment 
Fund. Mr. Swope was rarely absent from 
the services of the Sunday School and 
Church, though he lived seven miles away. 
He was a large contributor to his congre- 
gational budget and to the calls of his 
denomination. 

Mrs. Swope passed away Oct. 19, 1915, 
breaking a circle of home life which was 
beautiful and consecrated. Her death left 
a void that was never fully filled. 


On the Friday previous to Mr. Swope’s 
death, he passed his 83rd birthday. His 
decline was rapid, his last illness was not 
prolonged. He was tenderly cared for by 
his son and the members of his family. As 
in his life, so in his last days, he always 
had a well worn Bible and a well read 
copy of the “Reformed Church Messenger” 
at his side. 
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Despite a snow-storm the spacious audi- 
torium of the Church was completely filled 
by friends, most of whom had traveled far. 
In the audience appeared old school pupils, 
now ministers, bankers, manufacturers, 
farmers and old employees, business men 
and those of all walks of life. Revs. I. C. 
Fisher, D.D., Elmer 8. Noll, D.D., Pierce 
EK. Swope, Ray S. Vandevere and Ira Gib- 
ble were among those present. The last 
rites and services were in charge of his 
pastor, Rev. David Lockart, assisted by 
Rev. J. Lewis Fluck, D. D. D. L. 


D. K. HERSHBERGER 

David Koontz Hershberger was born in 
Bedford County, Pa., on Oct. 6, 1869, a son 
of the late Mr. and Mrs. William Hersh- 
berger. He spent his boyhood at Mann’s 
Choice, Pa., and entered the employ of the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad as a telegrapher, 
and in young manhood came to Mount 
Pleasant, where for about 33 years he serv- 
ed as local agent of the B. & O. Following 
the railroad reorganization of World War 
days, he became local agent for the Amer- 
ican Railway Express Co., and continued 
in this employment until his death. He 
was a faithful member of First Church, 
Mount Pleasant, Pa., had served as elder, 
and was treasurer of the congregation for 
nearly five years preceding his death. He 
was a member of Marion Lodge, F. & A. 
M., of Scottdale, Pa., and of the Knights 
Templar and the Shrine. 

Death came to Mr. Hershberger very sud- 
denly Monday evening, Nov. 21, through a 
heart attack. Funeral services were held 
Thursday afternoon, Nov. 24, at his home, 
in charge of his pastor, Rev. Paul T. Stone- 
sifier, and he was buried with Masonic 
rites in the Mount Pleasant Cemetery. 
Surviving are his widow, Mrs. Attie Hersh- 
berger; an adopted son, Edward, aged 7; 
a foster daughter, Mrs. Donald Faust, nee 
Charlotte Roy, of New Kensington, Pa.; 
three brothers; and a sister, Miss Mary 
Hershberger, of Mount Pleasant.—P. T. 8. 


MRS. JOHANNAN COCKILL 


Mrs. Johannan Cockill, a very good 
friend and reader of the “Messenger” for 
more than 35 years, died Dee. 1 at her 
home in Ashland, Pa., having reached the 
age of 82. She never missed a Sunday 
from attending her Church and 8. 8., which 
she dearly loved, unless she was sick. The 
weather never kept her at home. She was 
indeed a faithful member of Zion’s Church 
in Ashland for about 40 years. She was 
secretary of the Ladies’ Aid Society for 
about 25 years and secretary of Zion’s 
Social Guild and the Women’s Bible Class 
of the 8S. S. from the time they were or- 
ganized. She was a charter member of the 
Daughters of Rebekah Lodge. 

She was very active and faithful in 
whatever she undertook to do in Church 
or elsewhere and will be greatly missed 
everywhere. She always was ready to give 
her share, and even more, to every good 
thing. 

She is survived by her husband and the 
following children: Dora E., Ella M., prin- 
cipal of the Junior High Schoool in Ash- 
land, Pa.; Harry H., and Robert, all of 
Ashland. She had 2 grand-daughters, 
Helen Cockill, a registered nurse, and Mary 
Cockill, a teacher in the high school in 
Ashland. Mrs. Cockill was buried Dee. 5 
in the Charles Baber Cemetery at Potts- 
ville. A Friend. 
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New Books of Universal Appeal 


HOW TO GET A JOB DURING A 
DEPRESSION 


Read this new book by W. C. Graham 
which describes in detail a job-finding method 
that actually works. It tells you how 433 
men out of 675 were placed in permanent jobs. 


During the same period another 103 men of 
the total 675 obtained positions by themselves 
using the methods described in this book. 


Price, $1.00 


SMITH 

Warwick Deeping. $2.50 

Many a young man, like Keir, has found 
himself with responsibilities which hard times 
have made almost unbearable. But Mr. Deep- 
ing implicitly believes that anyone who like 
Keir can “come to believe in the beauty and 
beneficence of simple things” will eventually 
find happiness. 


“CHEER UP!” 
By Roger W. Babson 


The logical gift-book this year is the great 
statistician’s cheery message for today. 


60c each, $6.00 per dozen 


Walter Lippmann’s 
INTERPRETATIONS 
1931-1932 


A vivid, courageous evaluation of the past 
year by “the best-informed editor in American 
journalism today.’’ One hundred of his famous 
signed editorials. 


For everyone who wants to keep up 
with events. Price $2.50 


MAGNIFICIENT OBSESSION 
By Lloyd C. Douglas 


A book you must not miss. 
viewpoint toward life entirely,” says Univer- 
sity student. “Never read such a book be- 
fore,’ Business executive. “T began with 
doubt; I surrendered,’ Yale professor. $2.50 


“Changed my 


A Story of a ‘‘Movie’’-Crazed World 
BIG BUG 
By Paul Rader 


A powerful narrative with a thrill on nearly 
every page. The author utilizes the great 
moving picture industry in developing his 
plot, which takes an unexpected turn, keeping 
the reader constantly on edge. It is safe to 
predict this new novel will prove a _ sensa- 
tion of the most thrilling sort. 


With Striking Jacket in Colors, $2.00 


MAN’S ROUGH ROAD 
By A. G. Keller 


One of the most important books we have 
ever published—the life-story of human soci- 
ety for the general reader, showing how the 
experience of the past may be used as a guide 
to the present. Endorsed by H. L. Mencken, 
Charles A. Beard, Julian Huxley, Harry Elmer 
Barnes, Havelock Ellis and others. $3.00 


The New Crisis in the Far East 
By Stanley High. $1.00 


“Mr. High knows his Far East and fills his 
book with illuminating comment.” 


GET THAT JOB! 
By Robert Gebler—$1.00 


Every phase of the job-finding problem cov- 
ered by an expert. (Includes special help for 
the middle-aged man or woman.) 


THE MARCH OF ELEVEN 
By Frank S. Mead 
$2.00 


This popular history 
ence upon civilization, 
Apostles to the present day, is one of the 
finest religious books of the year, and an 
ideal holiday gift book. 


MEN 


of the Christian influ- 
from the time of the 


THE RETURN OF THE TIDE 
By Zenobia Bird 


Author of ‘‘Eyes in the Dark,” ete. A charm- 
ing story that can be recommended with full 


confidence to those who, in a _ particularly 
shoddy fictional age, are on the lookout for 
a worthwhile story. $1.50 


BUYING HAPPINESS 
By Edgar J. Goodspeed 
Price $2.00 
In this second volume of essays, Dr. Good- 


speed writes on “Buying Happiness,” “The 
Art of Being Outshone,’’ “The Uses of Adver- 


sity,’ “My Lady*Poverty,” ‘Martyrs All,’ 
“Keys to Lost Locks,’ ‘‘A Candle for St. 
Boniface,’ “Foreign Lecturers,” and a _ half- 


dozen other subjects. 


THE FOUR MARYS 
Agnes Sligh Turnbull 


As fascinating as fiction is. The new book 
on the Marys of the Bible by author of “Far 
Above Rubies.” Price, $1.50 


WITHIN THE PALACE GATES 
By Anna Pierpont Siviter 
$2.00 


A Biblical romance of ancient Susa at the 
height of its glory when Artaxeres ruled the 
world and of his cupbearer, Nehemiah. 


WHAT I OWE TO CHRIST 
Cc. F. Andrews $1.50 


The author’s story is a modern interpreta- 
tion of the words of Jesus, ‘We speak that 
we do know, and testify that we have seen.” 
The volume is an expression of his longing 
to convey to others the fullness of joy that 
has come into his own life through Christ. 


CHALLENGED 
Caroline Atwater Mason $1.00 


A plea, in story form, for the benefits of 
Prohibition, and the retention of the EHigh- 
teenth Amendment. Mrs. Mason depicts the 
life of a small town and the part which a 
conscientious newspaperman and his fearless 
young wife had in shaping opinion which 
swung an entire community in line. 


THAT REMINDS ME! 
1200 New Humorous Anecdotes 
By J. Gilchrist Lawson $2.00 


Here are twelve hundred anecdotes and 
amusing bits of dialogue and verse selected 
by perhaps the best known compiler in the 
world from hundreds of periodicals of the 
American and foreign press. While the mate- 
rial is extraordinarily varied, it is carefully 
arranged and classified under two hundred 
separate topics. 


INSPIRATIONAL PROSE QUOTATIONS 
Compiled by John W. Horine $2.50 


More than 2,500 purposeful quotations, in 
350 classifications, representing the cream of 
man’s thought over a period of several thou- 
sand years, and from many languages and 
varied types of civilization. This book will 
render immediate and lasting service to all 
who teach, preach, write or lecture. 


POPULAR $1.00 BOOKS 


Printed in large, easily readable type. 
Splendidly bound. They are big books, 
size 64% x 9 inches, and look at least 
several times their actual cost. —_ 


‘“‘Adventures’’ for the Hours of Recre- 

ation. More than mere books. Mes- 

sages of reassurance for these confusing 
times 


By David Grayson 


ADVENTURES IN CONTENTMENT, 
ADVENTURES IN FRIENDSHIP. 
THE FRIENDLY ROAD. 
ADVENTURES IN UNDERSTANDING. 


THE SON OF MAN—Ludwig 
THE STORY OF RELIGION Potter 


FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
The Glorious Adventure—Halliburton 
Raiders of the Deep—Thomas 


The Royal Road to Romance— 
Halliburton 


New Worlds to Conquer—Halliburton 


POETRY 


Standard Book of British and American 
Verse—Morley 


Best Loved Home Ballads of James 
Whitcomb Riley 


Best Loved Poems of James Whitcomb 
Riley 


TRAVEL AND ADVENTURE 
In Brightest Africa—Akeley ; 
Six Years in the Malay Jungle—Wells 
Trader Horn—Lewis : 


By Camel and Car to ‘the Peacock j 
Throne—Powell 


Vagabond Journeys Around the 
World—Franck 


Vagabonding Down the Andes—Franck 


East of the Sun and West of the 
Moon—Roosevelt 


GENERAL 
Exploring Your Mind with the Psychol- 
ogist—Wiggam 

The Marks of An Education Man— — 
Wiggam 

Great Men of Science—Wilson ; 

Astronomy for Everybody—Newcomb 

Conquest of Fear—Basil King 

Creative Chemistry—Slossom 

Keeping Mentally Fit—Jastrow 

Lincoln’s Own Stories—Gross 

The Outline of History—Wells ’ 

Science Remaking the World—Slossom __ 

Understanding Human Nature—Adler 


The Story of the World’s Literature~ Ag 
Macy i 


The Story of Philosophy—Durant 
The Human Body—Clendening a 
The Science of Living—Adler eee | 
Training for Power and Leadership— 
Keeping Up With Science—Slossom 


One Hundred World’s Bese, Nove 
Condensed—Grozier 
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